
Chapter 1 ÑOur Response to GodÕs Grace 
 
There is a story line to Chr ist ianit y that  begins in a garden a long t ime ago and reaches a focal point  several thousand 
years later on a hil l outside Jerusalem where Jesus Christ ,  the God-man, is executed to pay the penalty for  the sins 
of all humanity.   That  story will culminate someday when every knee shall bow and every tongue confesses that  
Jesus Christ  is Lord.  The story tells us that  how we respond to Jesus while we are alive on earth determines 
whether we are children of God or children of His adversary, the devil.   If  we are children of God, then we too have 
the same adversary; but  we also have an ident it y in Chr ist  that  bestows upon us incredible power and benef it s.  Very 
few children of God fully understand their  ident it y in Chr ist  or  exercise their  spir itual author it y.  This lesson presents 
the basic gospel message. You will learn how to begin a relat ionship with Jesus and the t ruth about  the ident it y of  
those who belong to Chr ist . 

   St ep  1  -  Go d ' s Lo v e an d  H is p lan  

God created us in His own image to be His friend and to experience a full life assured of his love. 
Jesus said, "...I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full." (John 10:10b) 
 
"...we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." (Romans 5:1) 
Since God planned for us to have peace and abundant life right now, why are most people not having 
this experience? 

   St ep  2  -  Ou r  Pr o b lem :  Sep ar a t io n  f r o m  Go d   

God created us in His own image to have abundant (meaningful) life. He did not make us robots to 
automatically love and obey him, but he gave us a will and a freedom of choice. 
 
We chose to disobey God and go our own willful w ay. We still make this choice today. This 
results in separation from God. 
 
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) 
 
"...your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you so that 
he will not hear." (Isaiah 59:2) 
 
“For the wages of sin are death…. (Romans 6:23a). 
 
On  o u r  o w n , t h er e ' s n o  w ay  w e can  a t t a in  t h e  p er f ect io n  n eed ed  t o  b r id g e t h e  g ap  t o  Go d . 
Th r o u g h  t h e ag es, in d iv id u a ls h av e t r ied  m an y  w ay s...w i t h o u t  su ccess. 
 

There are many misconceptions as to what it takes to become a child of God.  Perhaps you have thought 
that you become a child of God by: 
 
!    Growing up in a Christian country  
!    Growing up in a Christian family  
!    Attending church services or Mass regularly 
!    Taking communion 
!    Keeping the Ten Commandments 
!    Trying hard to be a good person 
!    Going to confession 
!    Performing some act of great sacrifice  
!    Praying fervently or reading the Bible faithfully  



 
Group Discussion: Can you think of others?  
 
"There is a way that  seems right  to a man, but  in the end it  leads to death." (Proverbs 14:12) 

   St ep  3  -  Go d ' s Rem ed y :  Th e Cr o ss 

Jesus Christ is the only answer to this problem. He died on the cross and rose from the 
grave, paying the penalty for our sin (He was without sin Hebrews 4:15) and bridging the 
gap between God and people. 
 
"For Christ  died for sins once for all,  t he righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.. ."  
(I Peter 3:18) 
 
"For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ ." (I Timothy 
2:5) 
 
"But  God demonst rates His own love for us in this:  While we were st il l  sinners, Christ  died for us." 
(Romans 5:8) 
 
ÒGod made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of GodÓ (2 Corinthians 5:21) Jesus, who was without sin, took our sin and 
thus was separated from God, paying the price for our sin.  
 
ÒFor it is by grace you have been saved, through faith Ñand this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God Ñnot by works, so that no on e can boastÓ (Eph. 2:8,9). 
 

X Amazing Grace!   A few observations about grace:  Grace is the free gift of eternal life 
and reconciliation with God that came as a result of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.  
God offers this gift to anyone who acknowledg es Jesus as the Son of God, Savior and Lord.  
 

v What are works? Works are the good things we do (E.g.Ñvolunteering, helping others, 
giving, being a Ògood personÓ, etc.). 

 

v Can good works save you (gain eternal life for you)? No, salvation is clearly an 
undeserved gift from God that we receive through  faith.  

   St ep  4  -  Ou r  Resp o n se   

Believing means t rust  and commitment  - acknowledging our sinfulness, t rust ing Chr ist 's 
forgiveness and let t ing Him cont rol our l i fe.  Eternal,  abundant  l i fe is a gif t  for  us to receive. 



"For God so loved the world that  He gave His one and only son, that  whoever believes in Him shall 
not  perish but  have eternal l ife." (John 3:16) 
 
"I tell you the t ruth, whoever hears my word and believes Him who sent  me has eternal l ife and 
will not  be condemned; he has crossed over f rom death to l ife." (John 5:24) 

X Ho w  t o  r ece iv e  Ch r ist :   

1. Ad m i t  your need (I am a sinner).  (Romans 3:23; Isaiah 53:6; I John 1:9) 

2. Bel iev e  that Jesus is the Son of God.    
   “I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to    
    be], you will indeed die in your sins." (Jn.8:24)   
    Bel iev e  that Jesus Christ died for you on the cross, that He paid the price for your sins and rose 
    from the grave. (I Corinthians 15:1-4)     
    
4. Rep en t  be willing to turn from your sins (Matthew 21:28-32; Acts 3:19) 

5. Receiv e / Co n f ess Jesus as your Lord (Colossians 2:6; Romans 10:9-10) above all else Luke 14:25-34)  

6. Bap t i zed  into Christ and receiving the benefits of his death (Romans 6:3-4; Acts 2:38)  

 

BAPTISM:  The Demonst rat ion of Commitment  
  
For centuries, the essent ial pract ice of bapt ism has been a source of debate in Christ ian circles.  There is a danger in 
focusing too much on bapt ism.  There is also danger in not  focusing enough on bapt ism.  Take a moment  to look through 
the following passages and write your observat ions concerning each one. 

  
Therefore go and make disciples of  al l  nat ions, bapt izing t hem in t he name of  t he Fat her  and of  t he Son 
and of  t he Holy Spi r i t .  (Mat thew 28:19) 
  
Pet er  repl ied, ÒRepent  and be bapt ized, every one of  you, in t he name of  Jesus Chr ist  f or  t he 
f orgiveness of  your  sins.  And you wi l l  receive t he gi f t  of  t he Holy Spi r i t Ó  (Acts 2:38) 
  
Or donÕt  you know t hat  al l  of  us who were bapt ized int o Chr ist  Jesus were bapt ized int o his deat h?  We 
were t herefore bur ied wi t h him t hrough bapt ism int o deat h in order  t hat ,  j ust  as Chr ist  was raised 
f rom t he dead t hrough t he glory of  t he Fat her ,  we t oo may l ive a new l i f e.  (Rom. 6:3-4) 
  
And t his wat er  symbol izes bapt ism t hat  now saves you alsoÑnot  t he removal  of  di r t  f rom t he body but  
t he pledge of  a good conscience t oward God.  It  saves you by t he resur rect ion of  Jesus Chr ist .  (1 Peter 
3:21) 
  
  
It  is possible to read these verses and many others in the New Testament  and come up with a variety of views on bapt ism.  
Forum Christ ian Church will welcome any person who professes faith in Jesus as their Savior;  but  we urge you to take very 
seriously the clear command of Scripture that  ÒbelieversÓ (not  infants) should be bapt ized.  We believe the New 
Testament  form of bapt ism is by immersion.  (The Greek word for bapt ism literally means Òto immerseÓ).  Any believer 
can bapt ize another believer.   If  you would like to be bapt ized by an elder,  minister,  or small group leader, or anyone 
else, please contact  the church off ice and we will make arrangements for you to be bapt ized.   If  you would l ike t o 
st udy bapt ism in great er  det ai l ,  we have included a st udy on bapt ism by Max Lucado (see Appendix A) at  t he end 
of  our  Discover ing Forum Chr ist ian st udy.  Here are a couple of excerpts from that  study: 
  

ÒDonÕt  allow bapt ism to be something it  is not .   Apart  f rom the cross it  has no signif icance.  If  you are 
t rust ing a dunk in the water to save you, you have missed the message of grace.  Beware of dogmat ism.  
No one this side of heaven can fully understand the maj esty of bapt ism.  Watch out  for the one who 
claims to have a corner on the issue, especially if  that  person is in your mirror.  
  
DonÕt  prevent  bapt ism from being what  God intended.  This is no opt ional command.  This is no t rivial 
issue.  It  is a will ing plunge into the power and promise of Christ .   Bapt ism is the f irst  step of a believer.   
If  it  was important  enough for Jesus to command, isnÕt  it  important  enough for you to obey?  And if  it  
was important  enough for Jesus to do, isnÕt  it  important  enough for you to follow?Ó 



  
One thing we can agree on is that  salvat ion is a faith experience.  Christ  made it  clear during His minist ry that  GodÕs 
utmost  concern is our heart .   In the midst  of  words spoken and act ions taken, God sees the heart .   The believing, 
obedient ,  and humble heart  opens the vessel of  our soul allowing GodÕs gif t  of  salvat ion to f il l  t o overf lowing.   
  
We believe that  it  is no accident  that  the f irst  one to accept  the crucif ied Christ  had no creed, conf irmat ion, christening, 
or catechism.  He was unchurched, unbapt ized, irreligious, a career criminal who didnÕt  even know how to pray; but  the 
feeble faith of a dying crook in a dying Messiah gained for him the most  sought  af ter prize of all religions.  The thief  on 
the cross reminds us that  it  is Jesus who saves. 

Assu r an ce t h a t  y o u  ar e  r ig h t  w i t h  Go d  

Th e Bib le  say s t h a t  y o u  can  b e su r e  y o u  h av e e t er n a l  l i f e .  

" Fo r  i t  i s  b y  g r ace y o u  h av e b een  sav ed , t h r o u g h  f a i t h  -  an d  t h is n o t  f r o m  y o u r se lv es, i t  i s  t h e  g i f t  
o f  Go d  -  n o t  b y  w o r k s, so  t h a t  n o  o n e can  b o ast ."  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

" He w h o  h as t h e  So n  h as l i f e ;  h e  w h o  d o es n o t  h av e t h e  So n  o f  Go d  d o es n o t  h av e l i f e . I  w r i t e  
t h ese t h in g s t o  y o u  w h o  b e l iev e in  t h e  n am e o f  t h e  So n  o f  Go d  so  t h a t  y o u  m ay  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  
h av e e t er n a l  l i f e ." (1 John 5:12-13) 

Yet  t o al l  who received Him, t o t hose who bel ieved in His name, He gave t he r ight  t o become chi ldren of  
God. (John 1:12) 

 
ÒGo  in t o  a l l  t h e  w o r ld  an d  p r each  t h e g o o d  n ew s t o  a l l  cr ea t io n . W h o ev er  b e l iev es an d  i s b ap t i zed  
w i l l  b e  sav ed  b u t  w h o ev er  d o es n o t  b e l iev e w i l l  b e  co n d em n ed Ó (Mark 16:15-16) 
  
  
 

What next? 
 
After professing your faith in Jesus as your Lord/ Savior and being bapt ized, there are several things 
you should do to move on in your relat ionship with God to deepen your relat ionship with Him.  

1. Develop a regular habit of Bible study. 

2. Talk to God in prayer—after all He’s your best friend.  

3. Tell others about your new faith in Christ. (For help doing this, use the same illustration that is presented     
above. The important thing is that you let others know about your new faith in Christ). 

4. Worship, fellowship and serve with other Christians in a church where Christ is preached. 

5. As Christ's representative in a needy world, demonstrate your new life by your love and concern for     
others. 

 

THE FOLLOWING VERSES COMPARE THE  "BEFORE" AND 
"AFTER" EFFECT OF PERSONAL SALVATION: 

  
Read the following identity statements from scripture:  
 
Who I WAS Before Christ (came into my life)...  

!  My mind was set  on what  my sin nature wanted (Rom. 8:5; Eph. 2:3).  
!  Because my mind was set  on the f lesh, that  was death. I was locked into an existence separate from God (Rom. 

8:6; Eph. 2:12; Col.  1:21).  
!  My mind was blinded by Satan, and I was unable to see the t ruth of the gospel of  Christ   (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2).  
!  My mind was host ile to God (Rom. 8:7).  
!  I was an enemy of God (Rom. 5:10; Col.  1:21).  
!  My mind was rebelliousÑunable and unwill ing to submit  to God (Rom. 8:7).  



!  I was unable to please God (Rom. 8:8).  
!  I was a slave to sin (Rom. 6:20-21). 
!  I was a capt ive slave to Satan (2 Tim. 2:26).  
!  I used to follow the sinful ways of this world and the ways of Satan (Eph. 2:2).  
!  I was spiritually dead in my sins (Eph. 2:1).    
!  Even my best  ef forts at  doing what  was right  and being a good person were horribly corrupted by my sinful mind 

(Isa. 64:6; Titus 1:15). 
!  I was separated from God (Isa. 59:1-2; Eph. 2:12).  
!  I was under the wrath of God, and had no hope (Eph. 2:3; John 3:36; Eph. 2:12).  
 

Group Discussion: Share insights and observations about the identity of those who do   
                            not have Christ in their life.  Is it easy or difficult to believe these  
                            things about yourself?  Why?  
  

Who I AM Now...  

Because I am in Christ . . .  
!  I am salt  for other people on earth (Mat t .  5:13).  
!  I am light  for the world (Mat t .  5:14).  
!  I am a child of  God (John 1:12). 
!  I am part  of  the t rue vine, j oined to Christ  and able to produce lots of f ruit  (John 15:1-5).  
!  I am ChristÕs chosen friend (John 15:15). 
!  I am chosen by Christ  to bear fruit  (John 15:16). 
!  I am ChristÕs personal witness sent  out  to tell everybody about  Jesus (Acts 1:8).  
!  I am a slave of righteousness who pleases God (Rom. 6:18). 
!  I am enslaved to God. This makes me holy and gives me eternal l ife (Rom. 6:22). 
!  I am a son of God; I can call Him my Father (Rom. 8:14-15; Gal.  3:26; 4:6).  
!  I am promised an inheritance and will share in the glory of Christ  (Rom. 8:17). 
!  I am a temple where the Holy Spirit  l ives. His Spirit  and His life l ive in me (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).  
!  I am united to the Lord and am one spirit  with Him (1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19).  
!  I am a part  of  ChristÕs body, a member of His family (1 Cor. 12:27). 
!  I am a new person, my past  is forgiven and everything is new (2 Cor. 5:17).  
!  I am at  peace with God and He has given me the work of making peace between  
      Himself  and others (2 Cor. 5:18-19). 
!  I am a son of God and one in Christ  with other Christ ians (Gal.  3:26-28). 
!  I am GodÕs child and will be given the inheritance He has promised  (Gal.  4:6-7).  
!  I am a saint ,  a holy one (Eph. 1:1; Phil.  1:1, Col.  1:2).  
!  I am GodÕs masterpieceÑHis building proj ectÑmade new in Christ  to do His work (Eph 2:10). 
!  I am a cit izen of heaven with the rest  of  GodÕs family (Eph. 2:19).  
!  I am a prisoner of Christ ,  so I can help others (Eph. 3:1; 4:1).  
!  I am righteous and holy (Eph. 4:24).  
!  I am a cit izen of heaven seated with Christ  in heaven right  now (Phil.  3:20; Eph. 2:6).  
!  I am hidden with Christ  in God (Col.  3:3).  
!  I am an expression of the life of  Christ  because He is my life (Col.  3:4).  
!  I am chosen of God, holy and dearly loved, one of His special people (Col.  3:12; 1 Thess. 1:4).  
!  I am a son of l ight  and belong to the light  and not  to darkness (1 Thess. 5:5).  
!  I am chosen to be part  of  GodÕs heavenly call ing (Heb. 3:1).  
!  I am part  of  Christ ;  I share in His l ife (Heb. 3:14).  
!  I am one of GodÕs living stones, being built  up in Christ  as a spiritual house (1 Pet .  2:5).  
!  I am a member of a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nat ion, a people for GodÕs own possession (1 Pet .  

2:9).  
!  I am an alien and st ranger to this world in which I temporarily l ive (1 Pet .  2:11).  
!  I am an enemy of the devil (1 Pet .  5:8).  
!  I am a child of  God and I will be like Christ  when He returns (1 John 3:1-2).  
!  I am born of God, and the evil one, the devil,  cannot  touch me (1 John 5:18). 
!  I am not  the great  ÒI amÓ (Exod. 3:14; John 8:24, 28, 58);  but ,  by the grace of God, I am what  I am (1 Cor. 

15:10). 

  
Since I am in Christ, by the grace of God ...  

  
!  I am now acceptable to God (j ust if ied) Ñ IÕm completely forgiven, I l ive at  peace with Him 

(Rom. 5:1).  
!  I am no longer a slave to sin; the person I used to be died with Christ ,  and now sin has no rule over my life (Rom. 

6:1-6).    
!  I belong to Jesus and wonÕt  be punished; IÕm free from all punishment  (condemnat ion) that  my sin has brought  

on me (Rom. 8:1).  
!  I have been placed into Christ  by GodÕs doing (1 Cor. 1:30).  



!  I have been given GodÕs Spirit  to dwell in me so I can recognize the blessings that  God has given me (1 Cor. 
2:12).  

!  I have been given the mind of Christ ;  I can understand what  He is thinking (1 Cor. 2:16).  
!  I have been bought  with a price; I am not  my own; I belong to God (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  
!  I am GodÕs possession, secure in Him (sealed) because I have been given the Holy Spirit  as a promise 

guaranteeing me that  I will receive all that  God has stored up for His people     (2 Cor. 1:21-22; Eph. 1:13-14). 
!  I have died with Christ ,  therefore I no longer have to live for myself .  I can live for Christ   

(2 Cor. 5:14 - 15).  
!  I have been made acceptable to God (righteous) (2 Cor. 5:21).  
!  I have been crucif ied with Christ ,  and it  is no longer I who live, but  Christ  l ives in me. The life I am now living is 

ChristÕs life (Gal.  2:20).  
!  I have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in heaven through Christ  (Eph. 1:3).  
!  I was chosen in Christ  before the world was created to be holy and without  blame before Him  (Eph. 1:4).  
!  I was chosen by God (predest ined) to be adopted as His child (Eph. 1:5).  I have been bought  out  of  slavery to sin 

(redeemed) and forgiven, and I have been given His awesome grace (Eph. 1:7-8).  
!  I have been made alive together with Christ  (Eph. 2:5).  
!  I have been raised up and seated with Christ  in heaven (Eph. 2:6).  
!  I have direct  access to God through the Spirit  (Eph. 2:18).  
!  I may approach God with courage, f reedom, and conf idence (Eph. 3:12).  
!  I have been rescued from the dark power of SatanÕs rule and have been brought  into the kingdom of Christ  (Col.  

1:13).  
!  I have been forgiven of all my sins and set  f ree. The debt  against  me has been canceled (Col.1:14).  
!  I have Christ  l iving in me, the hope of glory (Col.  1:27).  
!  I am f irmly rooted in Christ  and am now being built  up in Him (Col.  2:7).  
!  I have been made complete in Christ  (Col.  2:10).  
!  I have been buried, raised, and made alive with Christ  (Col.2: 12-13). 
!  I died with Christ  and I have been raised up with Christ .  My life is now hidden with Christ  in God. Christ  is now 

my life (Col.  3:1-4).  
!  I have been given a spirit  of  power, love, and self-cont rol and not  a spirit  of  fear (2 Tim. 1:7).  
!  I have been saved and set  apart  according to GodÕs plan (2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5).  
!  I have been made holy and have been set  apart  (sanct if ied) into ChristÕs family;  thatÕs why He is not  ashamed to 

call me His brother/ sister (Heb. 2:11).  
!  I have the right  to come bravely before the throne of God. I will be t reated with kindness and I will f ind help 

(Heb. 4:16).  
!  I have been given great  and awesome promises so that  His nature would become part  of  me (2 Pet .  1:4).  
  
Adapted from: Neil T. Anderson, Vict ory Over The Darkness  (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1990),  p.57-59 
 
 

Group Discussion:  Share insights and observations about the identity of those 
who have Christ in their life.  Which statements are especially meaningful to 
you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 2ÑOur History, Core Values, and St ructure 



 
 
 

A Brief History of Forum  
 

 
Forum Christian Church hasn’t always been Forum. It began as Westside Christian Church in 
1954 as an evangelistic meeting in the Home Arts Building on the Boone County Fairgrounds 
on Clinkscales Ave. Today the ARC is located in that area.  The fairgrounds were home to the 
emerging congregation for over four years. In 1958, Westside Church moved to 1108 West 
Ash (current home of the Salvation Army Worship Center).  In 1991, the first service was 
conducted at 3900 Forum Boulevard.  From those few people who began the church, many 
have gone out to preach and teach in other parts of the United States and throughout the world. 
 
In the beginning who could have imagined what God would do, but He has been at work. At 
this writing there are over 700 people associated with Forum. We are looking forward to 
starting a multi-site March 1 of 2009. We have sought to keep in step with the Spirit and in so 
doing, many different ministries have emerged becoming a part of our identity—children’s 
ministry ranging from nursery/preschool, elementary, Jr. high, and Sr. high. Other ministries: 
Seniors, Life Groups, Men of Impact, Girlfriends Unlimited, MOM’s (Mothers of Miracles), 
Worship Ministry, Missions local, national, and international, etc.   
 
It has been thrilling to see God build a richly diverse, but unified congregation. Forum has 
become home to people of many different ethnic, socio-economic, and educational 
backgrounds. It’s exciting to think about what God will do next!  
 
The purpose of this lesson is to acquaint you with our basic beliefs and core values. You’ll also 
explore the structure that supports the ministry of Forum.  
 
 

 
WHAT WE BELIEVE 

 
IN ESSENTIAL BELIEFS Ð WE SEEK UNITY 

 ÒBe completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is 
one body and one Spirit Ð just as you were called Ð one hope, one L ord, one faith, one 

baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.Ó  
(Ephesians 4:2 -6) 

  
We affirm the high value of this scripture and seek to practice it at Forum Christian 
Church.  Our essential beliefs are listed later in this session.   
  
Group Discussion 
What does it take for followers of Christ to Òkeep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace?Ó 



What  are some obstacles to maintaining unit y and peace? 
              
              
 
IN NONÐESSENTIAL BELIEFS Ð WE ALLOW LIBERTY 
  

ÒAccept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.  
Who are you to judge someone elseÕs servant?  To his own master he stands or 

fallsÉEach one should be fully convinced in his own mindÉ  So then each of us wil l give 
an account of himself to GodÉ  So whatever you believe about these things keep 

between yourself and God.Ó  (Romans 14:1, 4, 5, 12, 22)  
How would you define a Ònon-essentialÓ belief or a Òdisputable matterÓ? 

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
In your experience what  are some non-essent ial beliefs that  have caused divisions among Christ ians? 
              
 
              
 
              
 
IN ALL THINGS Ð LOVE 
  

"A new command I give you: Love one anot her .  As I have loved you, so you must  love one 
anot her .  By t his al l  men wi l l  know t hat  you are my disciples, i f  you love one anot her ."  (John 

13:34-35) 
  

ÒIf  I have t he gi f t  of  prophecy and can f at hom al l  myst er ies and al l  knowledge and i f  I have a 
f ai t h t hat  can move mount ains but  have not  love, I am not hingÓ    (1 Cor inthians 13:2) 

  
The whole point  of  what  we' re urging is simply loveÑlove uncont aminat ed by sel f -int erest  and 

count er f ei t  f ai t h,  a l i f e open t o God.  (1 Tim. 1:5) 
 
 
SOME ESSENTIALS WE BELIEVE AT FORUM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
  

 There is one God, eternally existing in three co -equal Persons (Romans 8; Ephesians 1:13-14). 
 God, out of love for his children, sent his son Jesus Christ to die for our sins, and to rise from 

the dead (1 Corinthians 15:1 -8). 
 The Bible is the inspired word of God and is the final authority in life and doctrine (2 

Timothy 3:16).  
 Salvation is a free gift of God.  The death of Christ on the cross is the only sufficient 

payment for our sins.  All have sinned, but all can be saved.  This salvation is available for 
any who put their trust in Christ as Savior (Romans 3:23, 6:23; John 3:16).  

 Those trusting Christ should repent of sin, confess their faith, and be baptized (Romans 10:9; 
Acts 2:38). 

 The church is the body of Christ on earth, empowered by the Holy Spirit to continue the task 
of reaching the lost and discipling the saved, helping them become fully devoted followers 
of Christ (Ephesians 4:1-16). 

 Christ will one day return and reign forever (1 Thessalonians 4:13 -18). 



 When we die, we will either be eternally separated from God by sin or eternally with God 
through faith in Jesus.  (John  3:16; John 14:1-3; Revelation 20:10,15)  
  
SOME OF OUR CORE VALUES 
  
  1.  Jesus gets all the credit.  
  2.   We are a prayer-driven church.  
  3.   We teach God's Word and seek to apply it to our lives.  
  4.   We seek to live in spiritual community through sma ll group ministry.  

5. We actively participate in making Christ known throughout the world.  
6. We strive to intentionally connect people to Jesus  
7. We want to be a kingdom -of-God-centered ministry  
8. We believe the kingdom of God exist for all people  
9. We are a biblical ly centered ministry that loves God   

10.  We believe worship drives everything in the church, sensitizing us to the presence  
            and the voice of God.  
11.  We give generously. 
12.  We celebrate what God is doing among us through worship services th at are   
            contemporary and relevant.  
13.  We will do the best we can at every opportunity to the glory of God.  
14.  We help those in need.    
15.  We seek to follow a biblical lifestyle of self -sacrifice.  
16.  We celebrate God's grace and demonstrate it with our lives.  
17.  We are a healing community.  
18.  We believe that all people matter to God.  
19.  We value GodÕs design for marriage and families. 
20.  We teach our children to follow God.  
21.  We encourage every-believer ministry.  
22.  We equip and release spiritual leaders.  
23.  We practice team ministry.  
24.  We value accountable servant-leadership.  
25.  We believe truth travels best on the road of relationships; therefore, we  
    are relationally driven, not events -driven.  
26.  We seek to depend on the Holy Spirit for direction.  
27.  We work to tear down Satan's kingdom in our lives and in our culture through the       
            power of the Holy Spirit.  
28.  Our ultimate purpose is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.  
  
GETTIN G THE JOB DON E 
Structure of the Church  
  
We acknowledge that there are certain ÒfunctionsÓ of a New Testament church.  A function 
would be defined as something the Scriptures mandate that we do (e.g. worship, make 
disciples, etc.).  A biblical function tells us what  we must do as a church.  It is applicable 
for all people at all times, non -negotiable and binding upon us.   
 
Group Discussion:  What are some of the functions of the Church?  
 
___________________________________          ___________________________________ 

___________________________________          ___________________________________ 



  

 Once we determine what we must do (function), the question arises, ÒHow do we 

practically and effectively do that?Ó  This is a ÒformÓ question.  Form refers to how we 

choose to organize and structure our ministry in order to be obedient to a particular 

function.  Whereas the essential functions of the church are supra -cultural (transcends 

culture), form is culturally sensitive and open to different styles and creativity.  Form 

should be relevant and negotiable.  For example, if a New Testament church determines 

that it must pray (a Biblical function), then it might organize a Wednesday Prayer Service 

(a form) or it might promote prayer through its small groups (another form ).  

  
Discussion: Name some ministry forms that would serve the functions ofÉ  
Fellowship       
Worship       
Evangelism      
Discipleship      
 
  

Caution!  
It  is possible to confuse ÒformÓ with Òfunct ion,Ó that  is,  we may think that  our part icular methodology is as 
biblical and God-ordained as the thing weÕre doing. What  might  be the result  of  such confusion? 

               
               
               

  
A Function Statement:  
Forum strives to intentionally connect people to Jesus  
 
 
A Form Statement:  (Forum Christian Church Model)  
Our church model will be explained in detail in future lessons.  A simple explanation of the 
two components of the model is as follows:  
  

1.  Celebration  Ð We gather together in a large group                                    
on a weekly basis (Sunday morning) to worship God. 

  
2. Life Groups  Ð A core value of Forum Christian Church is the break down of the congregation 

into small groups (3 -18 people) for the purpose of fellowship, Bible study, prayer, care, 
outreach, accountability , ministry, etc.  These groups generally meet in homes.  
 
LEADERSHI P 
 
For any church to function properly and to be fruitful in its ministry, godly leadership must 
be at the helm.  We acknowledge that Jesus is the ultimate head of the church and that 
the Holy Spirit is our Counselor and Helper.  To the extent that we are sensitive and 
responsive to the SpiritÕs leading we are able to accurately interpret and apply Scriptural 
teaching.  



  
  

Church LeadersÕ Responsibilit ies 
  
While the whole congregation share s the ministry, the New Testament also indicates that 
the church should have leaders who, when recognized by the assembly, are then to lead 
and be supported (followed) by the body of believers.  
 
Read the following passages and note that there are church of ficials selected for the 
leadership of the local assembly.  What functions (duties or tasks) do these ÒleadersÓ 
perform? 
  
1.  Ephesians 4:11-13 ________________________________________________________ 
  
2.  1 Timothy 5:17 __________________________________________________________ 
  
3.  Hebrews 13:17 ___________________________________________________________ 
  
4.  1 Thessalonians 5:12 ______________________________________________________ 
  
  
The New Testament mentions two kinds of leadership for the local  church Ð elders  (or 
overseers or shepherds) and deacons.  The spiritual qualifications for both are found in 1 
Timothy 3:1 -16 (see also Titus 1:5-9).  The local assembly was to recognize those who were 
spiritually qualified for church leadership.  These i ndividuals were then asked to minister 
to the church in Godly service.  
 
Group Discussion:   Read Timothy 3:1-16.  Why do you think those particular qualities are 
important for church leaders.  
  
Forum Christian is led by a team of elders (sometimes called sh epherds) who make 
directional decisions, guard the churchÕs mission, cast vision, and ensure the health of the 
congregation.  The elders make decisions by consensus.  Key staff members serve in an 
advisory capacity on the elder team and the counsel of othe r ministry leaders is obtained 
as it pertains to their ministry area.  The elders are men nominated by the body and 
selected by the existing elder team.  
  
In the New Testament the word for deacon is really a transliteration  of the Greek word 
Ò!"#$%&%'/diak onosÓ (unlike elder, which is translated from the Greek 
Ò()*'+,-*)%' /presbuterosÓ).  The term ÒdeaconÓ simply means Òone who servesÓ or 
anyone who has accepted a ministry.  Many people will be called to be ministry leaders at 
Forum.  Our staff, community g roup leaders, and other volunteers perform the function of 
New Testament deacons and are expected to live up to the qualities indicated in 1 Timothy 
3:8-13. 
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 3ÑCHU RCH M EM BER RESPON SIBILITIES 
  
In the last lesson we studied the import ance of biblical beliefs and core values, godly 
church leadership, and a sound approach to ministry.  We explored Forum ChristiansÕ core 
values, as well as our structure of leadership and ministry.  There is one other element 
necessary to create a spiritua lly healthy church Ña congregation of people devoted to Christ 
and growing in their love for God and others.  This lesson will examine what it takes to be a 
fruitful member of the body of Christ.  What part do you play in helping Forum Christian 
Church in our call to be a spiritual family, to spread the gospel and make disciples?  
 
The church that makes a difference in the world is one in which the people are growing in 
relationships, devoted to service, and faithful in financial support of the ministry.  The  
following study is designed to help you evaluate where you are in each of these three 
areas. 
 
RELATIONSHIPS 
A fruitful member of the church is one who acknowledges the value of relationships and is 
intentional about nurturing their relationship with God, family, church leaders, other 
believers, and all those within their circle of influence.  
 
Your Relationship with God  
Our most important relationship is the one we have with our Father in heaven, our brother, 
Jesus Christ, and our counselor, the Holy Spirit .  Jesus said the greatest commandment is 
to Òlove the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind and with all your strengthÓ (Mark 12:30).  The spiritual disciplines (prayer, Bible 
reading, fasting, giving, etc.) hel p us nurture this primary relationship.  Chapter 7 will 
explore some of the spiritual disciplines more in depth.  
 
How is your relationship with God?  Stagnant?  Struggling?  Vital and Growing? 
 
What is one thing you can do that would improve your relations hip with God? 
 
Your Family Relationships  
Your family relationships have a profound impact on your effectiveness as a member of the 
church.  Poor family relationships can cripple your ministry.  Vital family relationships can 
enhance your ministry.  Read Ephesians 5:21-6:4 and Colossians 3:18-21. 
 
What has been the biggest challenge for you in maintaining good family relationships?  
What relationship needs work Ñmarriage, children, in -laws? 
 
Relationship to Church Leaders  
Read Hebrews 13:17 
Although you may not be able to have a personal friendship with every leader in the 
church, your overall attitude should be one of respect, support, and cooperation.  Of 
course, that does not mean that you can never have a different opinion or see things from 
a different pe rspective, but your relationship with church leaders should be a blessing to 
them.  Seek to have a good reputation with the elders and ministry leaders of the church.  
If you have the opportunity to know them personally, be a good friend.  Perhaps the best  
way to nurture your relationship with church leadership is by praying for them, and by fully 
engaging in the ministry of the church.  
 

How can you encourage the leadership of Forum Christian Church? 



Relationships with fellow Christians  
In chapter 5 weÕll explore some of the Òone anothersÓ of the New Testament.  For now, 
suffice it to say that Jesus intended his followers to have very close relationships with one 
another.  Read Mark 10:29, Matthew 12:48 -50, Acts 2:42-47, Acts 5:32-35. 
Describe the ideal rela tionship among followers of Jesus:  
 
 
Relationships with Others  
Read the following scriptures to get a picture of how God wants us to behave toward those 
who are within the reach of our influence:  
Luke 10:25-37, Colossians 4:5-6, Titus 2:1 -10. 
Summarize the truths of these passages: 
 
 
 
SERVING 

1. Read  Matthew 20:25-28, Matthew 23:8 -12, and Philippians 2:5-7.  What do these passages 
tell us about the nature of Christ and his followers?  
 

2. According to Ephesians 2:10, for what purpose were we created?  
 

3. Read Ephesians 4:11-13.  What is the goal of church leadership?  
 

4. Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.  What insights can you glean from PeterÕs admonition? 
  
Concerning Spiritual Gifts   

1.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.  Why does God give each Christian spiritual gifts? 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

 
 Give examples citing a particular gift you have seen in operation, and how it contributed to 

the common good. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

  
 2.  Why do some people feel inferior in the Body of Christ?  Wh at should be your attitude 

concerning the gifts God has given you.  (1 Corinthians 12:14 -20) 
 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________ 

  
Note:  Those who are exploring membership with Forum Christian sometimes want to know 

our position on the ÒmysticalÓ or ÒsignÓ gifts such as tongues, prophecy, word of 
knowledge, etc.  We believe that the Holy Spirit gives the same kind of gif ts today that he 
gave in the first century for the building up of the body of Christ.   

 
For more details and helpful guidance in determining your spiritual gifts see appendix B.   



 
 
Guidelines for Serving  

Every follower of Christ should be involved in ser vice that builds up and blesses other 
people. But what kind of service?  Here are four questions that can help you decide where 
and how to serve.  

 
1.  What am I good at?  You may want to experiment with different areas of service to 

discover areas of aptitude  and giftedness. 
2. What do I enjoy?   What a blessing to be able to serve others and build up the body by 

doing something you enjoy!  
3. What needs to be done?  When Jesus washed the disciples feet (John 13) it was not 

because he was especially good at foot washing, or that he especially enjoyed it.  A true 
servant just does things that need to be done.  

4. What does God want me to do?  The answer to this question often comes through prayer 
and counsel, and it may surprise you!   
  
 
 

Financial Support   
Every ministry has expenses that are covered through the voluntary financial contributions 
of those who are interested in the work.  There may be a lot of things that you canÕt do 
personally, but with your gifts the ministry can be well funded and able to do all that God  
is calling us to do.  At Forum the monetary gifts that are given are used to pay for staff 
salaries (at this writing there are 9 full time staff and several part time), benevolence 
needs, support for global workers, various expenses for each ministry area  (e.g. Ñchildren, 
student, small group, worship, etc.), church building, upkeep, insurance, equipment, etc.   
 
While the elders and staff seek to manage our finances well, the ministry is not cheap, so 
the willingness to support the church financially is an  important part of church 
membership. 
 
Aside from the necessity of money to meet the practical needs of the church, the discipline 
of giving is spiritually beneficial.  It helps you overcome the temptation to trust money 
instead of God, plus it opens doors  of blessing. 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about money and what our attitudes and actions should be in 
regards to it.  The following are four guidelines that will have a profound impact on the 
way you view and use money. 
 
 
Acknowledge GodÕs Ownership 
1 Cor 6:19-20 
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.  
 
1 Cor 7:23 
You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.  
 
What are the financial implications of GodÕs ownership of your life?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________ 
 
Invest i n Eternity  
Matt 6:19-21 
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not bre ak in and steal. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  
 
How can a person Òstore up treasures in heaven?Ó    
             
              
 
How can we use money to influence our heart?  
             
              
 
 
Take the ÒriskÓ of gener osity  
 
Mal 3:8 -12 
8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and 
offerings. 9 You are under a curse -the whole nation of you -because you are robbing me. 10 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may b e food in my house. Test me in 
this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent 
pests from devouring your crops, and the vin es in your fields will not cast their fruit," says 
the LORD Almighty. 12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a 
delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.  
 
 
Luke 6:38  
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down , shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you."  
 
2 Cor 9:6  
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously.  
 
2 Cor 9:10 -11 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich 
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 
will result in thanksgiving to God.  
 
From the verses above, what are the results of generous and faithful giving?  
 
 
What are the obstacles to generosity? 
 



 
What would generous giving look like in your life?  
 
Offer God the ÒF irstfruitsÓ  
 
 
Proverbs 3:9 -10 
Honor the LORD with your wealth,  
with the firstfruits of all your crops;  
then your barns will be filled to overflowing,  
and your vats will brim over with new wine.  
 
 
Rom 11:16  
If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the 
root is holy, so are the branches.  
 
 
You can always afford what you pay for first.  What causes us to hesitate in offering God 
the firstfruits?  
 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7  
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Chapter 4ÑOur Worship 
 
Before we get into a discussion on what worship looks like at Forum, letÕs think about what 
the scriptures teach about worship, and what it means to you.  There are many different 
definitions for ÒworshipÓ.  Read the scriptures below, answer the questions, and then write 
your own definition of worship in the lines provided.  
  
ÒSir ,Ó the woman said, ÒI can see that  you are a prophet .   Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but  
you Jews claim that  the place where we must  worship is in Jerusalem.Ó  Jesus declared, ÒBelieve me, 
woman, a t ime is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  
You Samaritans worship what  you do not  know; we worship what  we do know, for  salvat ion is f rom the 
Jews.  Yet  a t ime is coming and has now come when the t rue worshipers will worship the Father in 
spir it  and t ruth, for  they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spir it ,  and His worshipers 
must  worship in spir it  and in t ruth.Ó  (John 4:19-24) 

  
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of GodÕs mercy, to of fer  your bodies as living sacr if ices, holy 
and pleasing to GodÑthis is your spir itual act  of  worship.   
(Romans 12:1) 
  
For it  is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spir it  of  God, who glory in Chr ist  Jesus, 
and who put  no conf idence in the f lesh.   (Philippians 3:3) 

  
  
DonÕt miss it! 

ÒYet a time is coming and has now come when the __________ worshipers will worship the 
Father in _______________ and in _______________, for they are the kind of worshipers 

the Father ___________. 
 

1. What do you think it means to worship Òin spirit and in truthÓ?  
____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where is the right place to worship?  When is the right time to worship? 
____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
3. How can you offer your body as a living sacrifice to God?  

              
             

 
Study the following words for worship and praise from the Hebrew and Greek biblical text:  
  

WORSHIP 
  
Shachah Ð to prostrate oneself, bow d own, fall down, or stoop.    
He said t o his servant s, ÒSt ay here wit h t he donkey while I and t he boy go over t here.  We wil l  worship and t hen we wil l  
come back t o you.Ó   - Genesis 22:5   
  

Abad Ð to be enslaved, to serve.    
Then say t o Pharaoh, ÔThis is what  t he LORD says:  Israel  is my f irst born son, and I t old you, ÒLet  my son go, so he may 
worship me.Ó  But  you refused t o let  him go; so I wi l l  ki l l  your f irst born son.Õ  
- Exodus 4:22-23 
  

Proskuneo Ð to kiss, to prostrate oneself, to adore.      



Af t er Jesus was born in Bet hlehem in Judea, during t he t ime of  King Herod, Magi f rom t he east  came t o Jerusalem and 
asked, ÒWhere is t he one who has been born king of  t he Jews?  We saw his st ar in t he east  and have come t o worship 
him.Ó  Mat thew 2:1-2 
  

Latreuo Ð t o revere, adore.    
For i t  is we who are t he circumcision, we who worship by t he Spir i t  of  God, who glory in Christ  Jesus, and who put  no 
conf idence in t he f lesh.   - Philippians 3:3 

PRAISE 
 
Halal Ð to be clear, to shine, to boast, to show, to rave, to cele brate,  
to be clamorously foolish.  
And he appoint ed some of  t he Levit es as minist ers before t he ark of  t he Lord,  
even t o celebrat e and t o t hank and praise t he Lord God of  Israel .   - 1 Chr. 16:4 
  

Zamar Ð to touch the strings of a musical instrument, to ma ke music  
with the voice, to sing, to celebrate in music and song.  
My heart  is st eadfast ,  O God; I wi l l  sing, I wi l l  sing praises, even wit h my soul .    - Psalm 21:13 
  

Yadah Ðto use, hold out, to throw out the hand, to worship with extended hand, to 
revere /worship.  
Now I wil l  praise t he Lord.  Genesis 29:35 

  
Barach Ð to kneel down, to bless God as an act of adoration.  
Then Deborah and Barak t he son of  Abinoam sang on t hat  day saying, Òt hat  t he leaders led in Israel ,  t hat  t he people 
volunt eered t o praise t he LordÓ.  Judges 5:2 

  
Shabach Ð to address in a loud voice, to shout, to command, to triumph.  
Because Your love is bet t er t han l i f e,  my l ips wil l  glori f y  you.  Psalms 63:3 

  
In your own words: write a definition of worship and share it with the group.  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

One definition for wors hip is Òsurrendering or offering yourself to God and turning your 
mind, will, and affection towards Him.Ó  In one sense worship is a lifestyle, but in another 
sense (the way the term is most often used today) it is an intentional act of praise and 
adoration.  It is something we can do in a corporate setting such as a ÒworshipÓ service, in 
a small group setting, or in times of private devotion.  
 
An Assignment:  
During the remainder of this study, try putting into practice some (or all) of the different 
forms of worship described above in your personal times alone with God, in your small 
group, and in your worship at church.  
 
Expressing Worship  
When He came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen:  ÒBlessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!Ó  Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 
Jesus, ÒTeacher, rebuke your disciples!Ó  ÒI te ll you,Ó He replied, Òif they keep quiet, 
the stones will cry out.Ó    (Luke 19:37 -40) 
  
 



In the passage above, we get a glimpse of GodÕs people worshiping Him while he was here 
on earth.  These disciples were emotive (expressing emotion) in their praise a nd worship.    
  
1. What are you passionate and emotive about?  

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

2. Do you jump for jo y when your college basketball or football team scores in the last few 
seconds and wins the game?  Does the first snowfall of winter make you want to run and 
play?  Does a great performance cause you to applaud wildly with the rest of the crowd?  

 ____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________-

_____________________ 
3. Why do you think the Pharisees were uncomfortable with the discipleÕs worship?   

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 

4. Has someoneÕs style of worship ever made you uncomfortable? What did they do that 
made you uncomfortable?  Why?   

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

__________________ 
 

5.  Would you describe your preferred style of wor ship as restrained or expressive? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

WORSHIP IN OUR CHURCH CELEBRATIONS 

We hold as a core value the principle of assembling together once a week in a large group 
setting to worship and celebrate the Lord.  At Forum, we believe that worship is for 
Christians, and we want all believers to feel the freedom to worship God in the way they 
feel led by th e Holy Spirit.  When we worship, we should Òfear God, rather than menÓ 
meaning that we should be more concerned with GodÕs will for us in our worship to Him 
than worrying about what others around us think.  Worship should ultimately be between 
us and God.  However, we believe that our worship celebrations should be orderly and 
comprehensible to all, guest friendly, and seeker sensitive. (This requires that some of the 
more expressive of our people sometimes have to exercise restraint in our Sunday morning 
gatherings). You will find a combination of traditional and contemporary music as well as 
other culturally relevant means of communicating, including audio -visual media and drama.   
 
While our worship services wonÕt be exactly the same format from week to w eek, there are 
several elements of worship that will be a part of our Sunday morning celebrations:  
 
PrayerÑOur Sunday morning celebrations are bathed in prayer.  There is time spent in 
corporate prayer as well as individual prayer during the services.   
 



Music and SingingÑwe use a combination of traditional and contemporary hymns and 
worship songs. 
 
TeachingÑyou will hear from several different teachers whose talks are bible -based with 
an emphasis on practical application.  
 
Creative Elements Ñwe reinforce sp iritual truth and enhance the Sunday morning 
experience with a variety of creative elements such as life stories, drama, movie clips, 
hands-on activities.  
 
GivingÑin every worship service we offer the opportunity to support the ministry 
financially.  Volun tary gifts pay all the ministry expenses of Forum Christian.  Making 
financial contributions is also an act of worship Ña way to say ÒThank you!Ó to God. 
 
Communion (The LordÕs Supper)Ñeach week we offer worshippers the opportunity to take 
communion.  For many this is the pinnacle of their time with the body of Christ.  The bread 
and the cup are usually passed down each row. Communion is a time to remember the 
sacrifice of Jesus and to reflect on the body and blood of the Lord (symbolized by the 
bread and the juice), and the forgiveness, grace, and mercy we receive because of Him.  
(For more about communion read I Corinthians 11:23 -34).  
 
BaptismsÑFrom time to time we will have a baptism service as part of our Sunday morning 
worship time.  Typically baptisms will be performed before or at the end of services, but 
may be done at anytime.  Depending on when and the wishes of the person being baptized, 
the baptism service may be open to anyone who wants to attend, or only to family and 
friends.  
 

WORSHIP AS A LIFESTYLE 

The desire for God is written in the human heart.  We are created by God and for God; and 
God never ceases to draw worshippers to Himself. Worship is more than a Sunday 
(corporate) event; it is also a personal lifestyle and it emanates from knowing G odÑbeing 
intimately acquainted with Him.  We must learn about Him, see Him in the details of life, 
and acknowledge Him moment-by-moment. We must develop a love relationship with God, 
spending time with him, and including him in every aspect of our life.   
 
 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of GodÕs mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God Ñthis is your spiritual act of worship . 
(Romans 12:1)  

 
 
 
Reflection:  
What are some of the obstacles to worship as a lifestyle.  
 
What is one thing you can do to become more aware of the glory and presence of God 
in your daily life?  

 
 
 
 
 

Chapter 5ÑOur Life Groups 



 

Then God said, ÒLet  Us make man in Our  imageÉÓ (Genesis 1:2a) 

  

It is not good for man to be alone.      (Genesis 2:18)  

  

Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor.  For if 
either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion.  But woe to the one who falls 
when there is not another to lift him up.  Furthermore, if two lie down together they 
keep warm, but how can one be warm alone?  And if one can overpower him who is 
alone, two can resist him.  A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart.  
(Ecclesiastes 4:9 -12) 
  
The doctrine of the Trinity (The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three per sons in one 
being) reveals that God exists in community.  There has always been at least one small 
group!  The idea that God lives in community is more fully developed in the New Testament 
where we find the Son walking the Galilean countryside while the Fa ther sits on the throne 
of the universe, a place where the Son had been (Philippians 2; John 17:4 -5).  The 
mysterious third member of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, communed with both of them 
throughout JesusÕ time on earth.  The three of them still live in  community today. God has 
always been in relationship.    
  
God has created us in His image with a need for relationships.  We are designed for community.  In 
Mark 12:28-31 we see that the two great commandments (love God – love people) center on the two 
great relationships we are to have in life (with God and people). Small groups provide a relational 
context that enables truth to be applied to our lives in a meaningful and productive manner.  In other 
words, community groups provide the environment for “life change” to occur and to encourage us to 
move from “lip service Christianity” to “lifestyle Christianity.” 

Small Groups in the Old Testament  
For thousands of years small groups have been a part of GodÕs plan to meet the needs of 
GodÕs people.  When Moses led the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt for a time he 
was the only one who was able to settle disputes.  
 
17 MosesÕ father-in-law replied, ÒWhat you are doing is not good.  18 You and these 
people who come to you will only wear yourselves out. Th e work is too heavy for you; 
you cannot handle it alone.  19 Listen now to me and I will give you some advice, and 
may God be with you. You must be the peopleÕs representative before God and bring 
their disputes to him.  20 Teach them the decrees and laws,  and show them the way to 
live and the duties they are to perform.  21 But select capable men from all the people Ñ
men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest gain Ñand appoint them as 
officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.  Exodus 18: 17 -21   
 
In this passage, MosesÕ father-in-law is passing on a new core value to Moses (Moses and 
Aaron were the only ÒstaffÓ at the time).  He was telling Moses that the job was too big for 
the staff.  Moses should divide the people up into manageable g roups and then into small 
groups and then even smaller groups.  Although not to the same scale, Forum has a 
challenge similar to the one Moses faced. The elders and staff cannot personally provide 
the depth of ministry that each individual in the church ne eds in order to grow in Christ.  
Small groups create an environment so that every person in the church can experience a 
sense of belonging and spiritual community.  



What are some other movements or institutions that depend on small groups to do big 
things? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jesus as a Small Group Leader 
  
Jesus is our model.  Anyone who wants to be effective in ministry does well to study the 
life of Jesus and observe his approach to ministry.  It is important to note that Jesus had in 
mind the redemption of the whole world.  How would the message of redemption reach 
people all over the world in every age?  How would the movement be sustained from 
generation to generation?  How would it leap from culture to culture?  The first step in 
achieving that monumental task was to form a small group.  It is an understatement to say 
that JesusÕ small group was Òsuccessful.Ó  It was the beginning of a world -changing 
movement that has lasted for more than 2000 years.  
  
Please read the following seven key statements concerning Jesus as a small group leader 
(from How to Lead Small Groups by Neal McBride). 
 

 First, Jesus began His earthl y ministry by establishing His Òsmall groupÓ, the 
disciples.  One of JesusÕ first acts in beginning His public ministry was to form His 
small group (Matthew 4:18-22, Luke 6:13).  Matthew 10:2-4 lists the names of the 
group members, the twelve men Jesus chose.  The Son of God certainly didnÕt need 
the companionship or assistance of the disciples.  Yet, from the very beginning, He 
elected to establish and minister within a framework of interpersonal relationships.  
Among all the disciples who sought to follow  Jesus, the Twelve were members of 
JesusÕ designated inner group.  It was human application or representation of the 
divine relationship Jesus possesses as a member of the Trinity.  

 
 Second, Jesus was actively involved in both  large and small group minist ry contexts.  

Large group and small group ministries were not pitted against one another.  Nor 
was it the case of one or the other exclusively.  He proclaimed His Kingdom to large 
crowds and was well received (Mark 12:37).  Likewise, he met with small groups in 
homes (Matthew 26:6) and spent considerable time with His special group, the 
Twelve.  

 
 Third, we see that JesusÕ ministry to large groups was preceded by and advanced 

from His small group context. Which came first, the chicken (large group) or the egg 
(small group)?  In the case of JesusÕ public ministry, his small group emphasis 
preceded His large group involvement.  Furthermore, it was the small group that 
provided the platform for JesusÕ ministry to large groups of people.  It was common 
for Jesus to have the twelve disciples with Him as He proclaimed the good news to 
the multitudes.  Yet, He often withdrew to the familiarity and support of His select 
small group (Mark 3:7).  

 
 Fourth, Jesus spent the majority of His time with His small group.  If it were possible 

to add up the actual amount of time Jesus spent with the disciples, likely the results 
would show that this group consumed the majority of His time.  They were together 
constantly; they traveled together, shared meals, experienced mutual hardship, and 
literally lived together.  As JesusÕ crucifixion drew closer, He spent more and more 
time with His small group, but less and less time with the multitudes that sought 
Him out.  



 
 The fifth key statement about Jesus as a small group leader is that relationships, not 

organizations, were central in His method.  Jesus gave little, if any, time and 
attention to building an earthly organization.  The Kingdom He sought to proclaim 
was not a material organization, but rather a heavenly realm (Luke 17:20-21).  His 
message, the gospel, was of greater concern to Him than establishing and running a 
human institution.  Christ could have easily remained aloof from any relationships 
that entangled Him in human needs and suffering.  Yet, as a practical demonstration 
of the gospel, He chose to spend His time with people, caring, healing, listening, 
forgiving, encouraging, teaching, and preaching.  Because of His emphasis on 
people, not programs, the only organization that merited JesusÕ continuing time and 
attent ion was His small group.  (And it never was classified as an organization or 
program.)  

 
 Sixth, we see that Jesus used the small group context to teach and model spiritual 

knowledge, attitudes, and behavior.  Having formed His group, Jesus taught and 
modeled spiritual truth by simply drawing them close to Himself.  It was not a formal 
or academic experience.  The small group members simply participated with Christ 
in whatever He did.  They saw and experienced the attitudes and actions He was 
admonishing others to adopt.  Their association preceded JesusÕ explanations. It was 
through this intimacy that the Twelve were Ògranted to know the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of GodÓ (Luke 8:10).  The small group was their living-learning laboratory     

 
 Finally, the small group was JesusÕ method for leadership training.  He devoted 

Himself primarily to the task of developing a select group of men, the Apostles.  His 
goal was to equip this small group of disciples to carry on the work of the gospel 
after He returned to the Father.  Success was to be measured in terms of their 
future ministries, not in present achievement.  Jesus selected common men Ñ 
unlearned and ignorant by worldly standards (Acts 4:13) Ñ who were ready to follow 
Him and were teachable.  In turn, He poured His life into these men and thrust the 
future of His whole ministry on them (See John 17).  They received GodÕs Word 
(verse 14) and JesusÕ protection (verse12).  Thanking the Father for Òthose whom 
You gave Me out of the worldÓ (verse 6), Jesus furthe r asked for their sanctification 
Òin the truthÓ (verse 17).  It would be Òthrough their wordÓ that many would come 
to believe (verse 20).  

Seven Key Statements About  Jesus as a Small Group Leader 
  

Fill in the blanks in the sentences below:  
1. Jesus began His earthly ministry by _______________His _______________ 

__________________, the disciples (the Twelve). 
2. Jesus was actively involved in both _______________ and _______________ group 

ministry.  
3. JesusÕ ministry to large groups was _________________ by and __________________ 

out of His small group context.  
4. Jesus spent the _______________ of his time in small group ministry.  
5. JesusÕ foundation for small group ministry was _______________ not organizations, 

methods, or programs.  
6. Jesus used the small group context to _______________ and model spiritual 

knowledge, attitudes, and behavior.  
7. The small group was JesusÕ method for developing _______________. 



Small Groups from the book of Acts 
Acts 2:42 -47 
 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' t eaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. 45 Selling their posse ssions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people . And the Lord added 
to their number daily those who were being saved.  
 
 
Acts 4:32 -35 
 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his 
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power 
the ap ostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace 
was upon them all. 34 There were no needy persons among them. For from time to 
time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 
and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  
  
Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  (Acts 5:42)  
  
You know that I have n ot hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you 
but have taught you publicly and from house to house.  (Acts 20:20)  
 
 
What are some words and phrases that are descriptive of the early church?  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

Some of the Òone anothersÓ of the New Testament  
  
Please fill in the blanks after finding the passage of Scripture (From the New 
International Version ):  

Be at peace with one another Ð Mark 9:50b  

__________ one another Ð John 13:34  

Be devoted to one another Ð Romans 12:10  

Honor one another Ð Romans 12:10  

Live in __________ with one another Ð Romans 12:16  

Accept one another Ð Romans 15:7  

__________ one another Ð Romans 15:14  



Greet one another Ð Romans 16:16  

__________ each otherÕs burdens Ð Galatians 6:2  

Be patient, __________ with one another in love Ð Ephesians 4:2  

Be kind and compassionate to one another Ð Ephesians 4:32  

__________ one another Ð Ephesians 4:32  

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs Ð Ephesians 5:19  

__________ to one another out of reverence for Christ Ð Ephesians 5:21  

In __________ consider others better than yourselves Ð Philippians 2:3  

Teach one another Ð Colossians 3:16  

Admonish one another Ð Colossians 3:16  

__________ each other Ð 1 Thessalonians 4:18  

Build each other up Ð 1 Thessalonians 5:11  

Spur one another on toward love and good deeds Ð Hebrews 10:24  

Do not slander one another Ð James 4:11  

DonÕt grumble against each other Ð James 5:9  

Confess your sins to each other Ð James 5:16  

__________  for each other Ð James 5:16  

Clothe yourselves with humility to ward one another Ð 1 Peter 5:5  
 

What has been your previous small group experience?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
What impact has your past experience had on your spiritual growth?  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Four Components of a Healthy Community Group 
 
1. Nurture and Care  
 As members of a community group develop deeper relationships with one another 

there will be more and more Òlife -sharingÓ between group meetings and a deeper level 
of intimacy, transparency, and authenticity during meetings.  Group m embers will be 
there for one another when there are crises, they will minister to one another 
whenever there is need, as well as share everyday life experiences.   

  
2.  Spiritual Growth  
 As group members develop close relationships with one another, they h elp one another 

develop a close relationship with God. They will pray together and encourage private 
prayer.  They will study the Bible together and encourage private time in the Word.  As 
they love one another they will help one another grow in a relation ship with God.  

  



3.  Outreach  
 Most groups will have an open membership.  They will be a place where people who are 

new to the church can develop close interpersonal friendships.  Also they can be a 
place where friends, family members, coworkers, etc. can find a place of love and 
purpose.  Each group is encouraged to have an outward focus by serving together and 
by staying connected with global workers in other countries.  

  
4.  Leadership Development  
 Healthy groups tend to grow numerically.  Once a group reaches a consistent meeting 

attendance of 18 to 20 people they are encouraged to multiply (like a healthy cell) and 
form two groups.  The leadership of the new group will be provided by those who have 
a shepherdÕs heart and are able to facilitate and nurt ure group life.  They learn to lead 
by following good leaders.  

 

 

LIFE GROUPS AT FORUM CHRISTIAN 
  
Membership at Forum Christian Church means membership within a Life GroupÑa small 
group of believers meeting regularly.  You can show up on Sundays and take p art in various 
activities, but without active involvement in one of our Community Groups, it will be 
difficult for you to experience the blessings of a Christ -centered community.  We therefore 
strongly encourage every member of Forum to participate in a Li fe Group.  You can join a 
group by calling the church office, or by attending a group with a friend.  The groups 
generally start in early September and continue meeting regularly through mid -May with 
occasional summer meetings or socials.   
  
We believe th at the church of Jesus Christ is not a building, but Òa people.Ó  It is not 
primarily an organization, but an organism, thus we place a high value on the New 
Testament principle of home -based small group ministry grounded on relationships as the 
vehicle fo r delivering truth in a way that people are cared for and lives are changed.  ItÕs 
our primary method of living out the second part of the Great Commandment to love our 
neighbor and to obey the Òone anotherÓ teachings of the New Testament.  
  
Christianity i s more than a Òyou and God thing.Ó  Christianity is about relating to God and 
to one another.  Relationships can be messy Ð they can cost you dearly Ð just ask Jesus.  
When you are in a Forum community group, you are part of a movement that began over 
2,000 years ago when an itinerant Jewish carpenter called out twelve men that were a 
cross-section of His culture and poured His life into them, expecting them to change the 
world.  This movement will continue until the day that He comes back to take His child ren 
home.  
  
The following quote is from a young lady who joined a small group as she was going through 
a tragic divorce.  Her husband had left her with two small children and her simple words 
sum up best what Life Groups are all about:  ÒThere came a time  in my life when I needed 
Jesus to have flesh and blood.  I needed Him to hug me, call me, write me, help me with 
my yard work, and cry with me.  My small group became Jesus to me.Ó  
  
Jesus still does have a body Ð itÕs you and me. 



 

Chapter 6 ÑOur Mandate  
 

GodÕs Heart for the Nations: Genesis to Revelation  
  

What verses come to mind when you think of the word, "MISSIONS"? Most of us are hard 
pressed to name more than the old faithful Great Commission. Christian culture has often 
singled out this passage to be the theme of our mission conferences and the motivation for 
those who go.  The Bible has a lot more to say on this subject than just the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20. We need to understand the concept of a Biblical basis for 
missions.  A global focus is a part of almost every book of the Bible. It is in fact a major 
theme of the Bible. Missions is not the churchÕs idea, it is God's idea. Since creation, God 
has been interested in redeeming all peoples to Himself. As Christians, it is vital that we  
see the world as He sees it.   
 
 
Mot ivat ion 
Before we dig into the Biblical basis for missions, letÕs think about our motivation for a 
moment.  What are some possible reasons or motivations that might cause a person to want 
to go to a far away place and l ive as a missionary? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

  
The Moravians of the 17th Century who sent out more missionaries (per capita) than any 
other group in church history were driven primarily by a deep love for Jesus.  Their creed 
was ÒThat the Lamb who was slain might receive the reward for his sufferingÓ.  John Piper 
says that our primary motive in going must be ÒworshipÓ.  ÒMissions exist because worship 
does not.Ó  Our lifeÕs ambition ought to be Òthat the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 
cover the earth as the waters cover the seaÓ (Hab. 2:14).  Read John 4:21-24 and 
Revelation 7:9-10 and write what you think about the concept of vertical motivation (love 
for God/worship) being the primary Òmissions motivatorÓ rather than only a heart for the 
lost (horizontal motivatio n).  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

  
Now let's look at the Bible in light of God's heart for the world, and we will see that from 
Genesis to Revelation He is beckoning His people to join Him in bringing every people group 
to His throne. The Bible is not a collection of separ ate books with no common theme or 
story. It is one book with one central message, that of God making himself known to 
mankind.  
 
 



The Genesis Account  
Genesis 1:28 "God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the 
earth ..."  

This is an interesting command. Be fruitful and multiply. Why wouldn't God just want 
the Garden of Eden populated? Why the whole earth? Because God knew that as Adam 
would populate physically, he would also populate spiritually. He envisioned a planet 
covered with wor shipper as Adam and Eve "filled the earth." However, we know that by 
Genesis 3 sin had crept in and by chapter 8 the world was not looking good. So as God 
floods the earth and starts over, listen to the command He gives Noah, just after he 
steps off the ar k:  

Genesis 9:1 "Then God blessed Noah and his sons saying to them, " Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth. " 

GodÕs command is given again to Noah to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.  
Noah wasnÕt commanded to simply repopulate a city, but to repopulate the whole 
earth.  Noah is obedient and his descendants begin to multiply, but eventually lose sight 
of the command to fill the earth.  LetÕs read on.  

Genesis 11: 1 -4 "Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. As men 
moved east ward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there ...Then they said, 
'Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that 
we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole 
earth .'"  

Can't you hear the talk of the town? "We all look the same, act the same, talk the same, 
eat the same, and dress the same. Lets just stay right here and make a name for 
ourselves. Do we really want to be scattered?" This does not exactly sound like they are 
excit ed about obeying God's command. Because of man's urge to settle, God is forced to 
step in and scatter, filling the earth just as He desired.  

Genesis 11:7-8 "'Come, let us go down and confuse their language  so they will not 
understand each other.' So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth , and 
they stopped building the city."  

As we end the introduction we see that God has a problem: people scattered all over 
the earth speaking many different languages. How is He going to reach all of them? 
What will He do? Who will He use? The plot begins.  

Genesis 12:1-3 "The Lord had said to Abram, ' Leave your country, your people and 
your father's household and go to the land I will show you...I will bless you... and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed thro ugh you.'"  

Hey Abram, leave. Leave your country, your people, your family, your life, your dreams, 
your ambitions, your future as well as all that you know and are familiar with and go to 
the land I will show you.   

Genesis 12:4 " So Abram left , as the Lord  had told him."  
He leaves. Abram obeys God. He is off to establish a nation that God will use to bless all 
peoples. Interestingly, this command was not for Abram alone. Watch God continue to 
call succeeding generations to reach all nations. Next in line is  Abraham's son, Isaac.  

Genesis 26:4 "I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 
will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed."  

And to Isaac's son, Jacob:  
Genesis 28:14 "Your des cendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will 
spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring ".  
 
 
  



Summarize what the Book of Genesis reveals to you about GodÕs heart for all people. 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

  

The Old Testament  

The rest of the Old Testament  is filled with God using Israel to make His name great among 
the nations. Here are just a few examples:  
 

The 10 Commandments  

 Deuteronomy 4:5 -6 "Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and 
understanding to the nations , who will hear about all these decrees and say, ' Surely this 
great nation is a wise and understanding people .'" 

 

His reputation spread after parting the Red Sea  

Joshua 2:9 -10 "I (Rahab) know that the Lord has given this land to you and that a great 
fear of you has fallen on us... we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red 
Sea for you when you came out of Egypt..."  

Solomon and his wisdom  

1 Kings 4:34 "Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the 
kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom."  

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the fiery furnace  

Daniel 3:29 " Therefore, I (Nebuchadnezzar) decree that the people of any nation or 
language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut 
into pieces... for no other God can save in this way."   

Daniel in the lions' den  

Daniel 6:26 " I (Darius) issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom  people must 
fear and reverence the Go d of Daniel..."  

 
For furt her Old Test ament  st udy see: Psalm 33:13-14, 67:1-7, 86:9-10, 96:3; Isaiah 11:9-10, 49:6, 52:10, 61:11; Jonah 
4:11, Habakkuk 1:5, Zephaniah 2:11, Haggai 2:7, Zechariah 8:20-23, Malachi 1:11 
  
 
GodÕs Heart  for the Nat ions in the New Testament  
 
The Minist ry of  Jesus 
In the New Testament Jesus Christ, God in flesh, enters the scene and reveals GodÕs heart 
for the nations. Whether it is taking an avoided route to reach a Samaritan woman (John 
4:1-42) or healing various Gentiles to teach  His followers (Mark 5:1 -20, 7:24-30), Christ in 
the New Testament maintained the pattern established in the Old Testament. Here are a 
few more examples.  

Clearing the temple  - Mark 11:15 -17 ÒOn reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple 
area designated for the Gentiles to worship and he found people buying and selling 
there. As He drove them out saying "Is it not written; 'My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations '?" 



The sign of His return  - Matthew 24:14 " And this gospel of the kingdom  will be preached 
in the whole world  as a testimony to all nations , and then the end will come."  

The mandate to His followers - Matt. 28:19 -20  ÒThen Jesus came to them and said, All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.Ó  Therefore go and  make 
disciples of all nations , baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.Ó  

 
The Acts Account  
Jesus continually reminded His disciples that the message of the kingdom was to extend 
beyond the Jews to other people groups.  Unfortunately, the disciples did not immediately 
grasp this part of GodÕs plan.  As we transition to the book of Acts and study the  early 
church, we see more specifically how the gospel expands beyond the Jews to become a 
worldwide movement.  It begins with Jesus echoing what He had taught the disciples for 
the past 3 years. After Jesus Christ is crucified and resurrected and before h is ascension to 
heaven, he returns to his small band of disciples and communicates to them their role in 
GodÕs plan to redeem the peoples of the world.  

Acts 1:8 -  ÒBut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Ó 

Jesus gives them their source of power, the Holy Spirit :  In Acts 2 we see that the 
disciples receive the Holy Spirit and His power at Pentecost.  

Jesus gives them their message : ÒYou will be my witnesses.Ó As witnesses of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, the disciples are commanded to be witnesses of Jesus Christ 
beyond Jerusalem to the ends of the earth . 

Jesus gives them the scope for their mission:   Witnessing in Jerusalem, in a ll Judea and 
Samaria, even to the ends of the earth . 
  
 
  
If we follow the progression of the gospel in the first part of Acts, we see how ChristÕs 
promise to his disciples is being fulfilled.  Acts 1:8 leads us to Acts 8:1.  Before we go to 
Acts 8:1, Please find and read Acts 6:8 -7:60 .    
  
When Stephen was executed in Jerusalem an intense wave of persecution was unleashed on 
the Jewish believers, more specifically the Hellenistic Jewish believers.  The Hellenistic 
Jewish believers were Greek in culture bu t Jewish in religion.  These Jews were won to 
Christ when the Holy Spirit was poured out at Pentecost. A major persecution breaks out 
against these Jews in Jerusalem and scatters them abroad.  
  
Acts 8:1 - 1ÒOn that day a great persecution broke out against  the church at Jerusalem and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria .  Godly men buried 
Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  But Saul began to destroy the church.  Going from 
house to house, he dragged off men and women and put them in prison. Those who had 
been scattered preached the word  wherever they went.  Philip went down to a city in 
Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there.  When the crowds heard Philip and saw the 
miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to w hat he said.  With shrieks, evil 
spirits came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.  So there was 
great joy in that city.Ó  
  
 



A few observations : 
  

 Philip proclaimed the good news to Samaritans.  These Samaritans were not strictly 
Jewish in their religion.  The Samaritans were hated by the Jews.  They were 
considered half -breeds by the ÒpureÓ Jews because they had intermarried with 
foreigners (Gentiles).  We see in this passage that the gospel message is spreading out 
to peoples outsi de of the traditional Jewish faith through persecution.  A gospel 
movement is occurring outside of Jerusalem and believers are being won throughout 
Judea and Samaria.  (Acts 1:8)   

 Saul of Tarsus was the ring leader of the persecutors.  As a result of the persecution, 
these Jewish believers were running for their lives throughout Judea and Samaria.  It 
was through this scattering that the disciples began to proclaim the gospel mess age 
outside of Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria.  Saul also expanded his persecution efforts 
on the early Christians to these same areas.   

 In Acts 9, we learn that the resurrected Jesus makes an appearance to Saul of Tarsus, on 
his way to Damascus, and transforms him from Saul the Persecutor to Saul/Paul the 
Apostle. 

 
In Acts 11 we are introduced to an exciting breakthrough in the expansion of the gospel.  
  
Acts 11:19 -21  ÒNow those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection 
with Stephen trave led as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message 
only to Jews.  Some of them however, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.   The 
LordÕs hand was with th em, and a great number of people believed and turned to the 
Lord.Ó 
 

Antioch was the third largest city in this part of the known world, next to Jerusalem and 
Rome.  AntiochÕs citizens were mainly Gentile and this city was a thriving commercial 
center in th e world at that time.  This is a major transition in the gospel movement!   For 
the first time on a large scale the message is spreading beyond those who are Jewish or 
part Jewish to those who are pagan in their religion.  This turned the early church on it s 
edge.  The leadership in Jerusalem did not anticipate this, and quite frankly struggled 
with accepting it at first.  
 

Acts 11:22 -26  ÒNews of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they 
sent Barnabas to Antioch .  When he arrived and saw th e evidence of the grace of God, 
he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  
He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people 
were brought to the Lord.  Then Barnabas went to Tarsu s to look for Saul,  and when 
he found him, he brought him to Antioch.  So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met 
with the church and taught great numbers of people .  The disciples were called 
Christians first at Antioch.Ó  

 
Barnabas confirmed the authentici ty of the faith of these Gentiles at Antioch.  He also 
took a major risk in involving the former persecutor turned disciple in Saul in this work at 
Antioch.  We also see a transition of the spotlight on the leadership of the missionary 
enterprise.  The boo k of Acts moves its focus from the Apostle Peter in Jerusalem to the 
work of Barnabas and Saul/Paul among the Gentiles.  Barnabas and Saul/Paul spent a year 
establishing the church at Antioch.  

  



  

In Acts 13 we see how God plans to use this unique body of believers in the expansion of 
the gospel to the rest of the world.  
  
Acts 13: 1 -3  ÒIn the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers:  Barnabas, 
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch) and S aul.  While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, ÔSet apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.Õ  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and 
sent them off.Ó  

 
This is the first time in the history of the early church that a body of believers, 
intentionally and proactively under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, send out a 
missionary team to expand the gospel to the Òends of the earthÓ.  
  
The leadership at Antioch Òlaid their hands on them and SENT them offÓ.  In chapter 10 
of PaulÕs letter to the Romans he remembers his sending church of Antioch when he 
writes:  
 

Romans 10:14 -15  ÒHow, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in  the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them?  And how can they preach unless they are SENT?Ó 
  

GO AND SEND 
  
In order to expand the gospel to the Òends of the earthÓ there are two critical roles that 
must be fulfilled.  The role of those who are called to GO and preach the gospel to these 
foreign places, and the role of those who SEND these goers out on these missionary 
journeys.  Both of these roles are critical to any missionary enterprise and both are 
initiated by the Holy Spirit.   
  
The Holy Spirit sets apart some of us to GO and the rest of us apart to SEND those who are 
to go and preach the gospel to foreign nations.  The question is this, ÒIs the Holy Spirit 
calling you to be a GOER or a SENDER?Ó  Those who go and those who serve as senders are 
like two units on the same cross -cultural outreach team.  BOTH are equally important.  
BOTH are vitally involved in the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  BOTH are 
dynamically integrated and moving toward th e same goal, and BOTH are assured success!  
We believe at Forum that there will be some who the Holy Spirit is calling to GO within our 
fellowship, and that it is the responsibility of the rest of us to SEND them out, just like the 
leadership at the church  at Antioch.  
  
Just like in the first century, there is a tremendous need for senders today in fulfilling the 
Great Commission.  Most of us have a pretty good idea of what it looks like to be a GOER, 
but the role of SENDER is often misunderstood and underestimated.  For the GOER it will 
take much more than a heartfelt ÒGoodbyeÓ to get to their foreign field assignment and to 
launch and sustain a viable ministry.  Those who GO desperately need more from their 
SENDERS than showing up for the farewell party or writing out a check to missions.  A cross -
cultural worker needs the support of a team of people while he/she is preparing to go, 
while he/she is on the field and when he/she returns home.  
  
The role of SENDER can be broken down into some the following areas of support.  (Note:  
Senders are not limited to these roles only, but these are the key pieces of role.)  



 Moral Support  Ð This is the ministry of being there for the missionary.  This involves 
consistent ongoing communication with the missionary on the field in order stay abreast 
of what is needed for success on the field.  

 Logistics Support  Ð All the tiny bits and pieces needed to get from point A to point B and 
back and forth between the two.  

 Financial Support Ð Money, Money, Money. 

 Prayer Support Ð Spiritual warfare at its best.  Missionaries need consistent prayer cover 
as thrust for their advances i nto enemy territory with the gospel.  

 Communication Support  - Letters, emails, tapes, videos, short -term visits for 
encouragement and learning, and ongoing communication back to the local 
congregation to keep all informed of progress and needs.  

  
Each of these areas has its unique responsibilities; each is best served by specific gifts 
within the Body of Christ.  Allow the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart about your possible 
involvement in one of these phases of support.  GodÕs call on your life to ser ve as a sender 
should be just as vibrant as the call on the life of the one you send.  
 
Are you a ÒgoerÓ or a 
Òsender?Ó_____________________________________________________  
 
Which of the different aspects of sending are you most attracted to?  
______________ ________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
__________________  
  
There is nothing more exciting than to be involved with GodÕs global plan of world 
evangelization.  The fulfi llment of His plan has already been foretold in scripture.  
  
  
Revelation 7:9 -10 "After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that 
no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing before 
the throne and in front  of the Lamb ..." They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands.  And they cried out in a loud voice Òsalvation 
belongs to our God who sits on the throne and unto the Lamb.Ó  
  
It is important to connect what is happening in Rev elation with what God started in Genesis 
12 in the life of Abraham. God will do it. There will be a representative from every nation, 
tribe, people, and language bowing and worshipping at His feet. Heaven is multicultural. 
GOD IS A MISSIONARY GOD, and from cover to cover He is showing us His mission. Will you 
join Him in bringing a representative from every people group to His throne? It will happen, 
the only question is will you be a part?   
  
God will often bring the Ònations of the worldÓ to His people, a s well as sending His people 
to them.  How can Forum Christian Church(you) be used by God to spread the knowledge of 
His glory to people from other nations that God brings to Central Missouri?  
 

 

 

 



LetÕs close by reflecting on these words of a Matt Redman Song entitled ÒMissionÕs FlameÓ:  

Let worship be the fuel for mission’s flame, 
We’re going with a passion for Your name, 
We’re going for we care about Your praise, 
Send us out. 
Let worship be the heart of mission’s aim, 
To see the nations recognize Your fame, 
‘Till every tribe and tongue voices Your praise, 
Send us out. 
You should be the praise of every tongue, 
You should be the joy of every heart, 
But until the fullness of Your kingdom comes, 
Until that final revelation dawns, 
Send us out. 
Every tribe, every tongue, 
Every creature in the heavens and the earth, 
 Every heart, every soul, 
Will sing Your praise, will sing Your praise. 
Every note, every strain, 
Every melody will be for You alone, 
Every harmony that flows from every tongue,  We’ll sing Your praise. 

  
What role do you believe God is calling you to fill in His plan of world evangelization?  
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Chapter 7ÑOur Personal Spir itual Growth 



 
Have you ever noticed what happens when a new baby is brought into a room?  It instantly  
becomes the center of attention.  There is something fresh and exciting about new life.  It 
invigorates all of us.  The joy almost always exceeds the more unpleasant aspects such as 
crying and changing diapers.  What happens, though, if those infant behav iors continue into 
the school years, adolescence, or even adulthood?  The picture changes from something 
that is natural to something unnatural.  A teenager that acts like a baby is an indication 
that something is terribly wrong.  This is the picture that is presented by the writer of 
Hebrews: 
 
    We have much t o say about  t his,  but  i t  is hard t o explain because you are slow t o learn.  In 
f act ,  t hough by t his t ime you ought  t o be t eachers, you need someone t o t each you t he 
element ary t rut hs of  God's word al l  over  again. You need mi lk,  not  sol id f ood!  Anyone who 
l ives on mi lk,  being st i l l  an inf ant ,  is not  acquaint ed wi t h t he t eaching about  r ight eousness.  
But  sol id f ood is f or  t he mat ure, who by const ant  use have t rained t hemselves t o dist inguish 
good f rom evi l .    
Theref ore let  us leave t he element ary t eachings about  Chr ist  and go on t o mat ur i t y,  not  
laying again t he f oundat ion of  repent ance f rom act s t hat  lead t o deat h, and of  f ai t h in God,  
inst ruct ion about  bapt isms, t he laying on of  hands, t he resur rect ion of  t he dead, and et ernal  
j udgment .   And God permi t t ing, we wi l l  do so.  
(Hebrews 5:11 -6:3)    
  
While spiritual maturity is a destination, spiritual growth should be an on -going process.  It 
is more than just increasing intellectual knowledge or simply conforming to a set of 
established rules.  Spiritual growth is the continued development of a relationship with the 
living God.  It is a process of faithfully doing our part and trusting God that He will 
complete His work in us.   
  
God plays the key role in our spiritual growth.  
  

 What then is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, 
even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God was causing the growth .  (1 Corinthians 3:5 -6) 
  
For I am confide nt of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6)  
  
For it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. 
(Philippians 2:13)  

  
Often God works in the midst of adversity, trials, and testing to bring about spiritual 
growth.  
  

And you have f orgot t en t he exhor t at ion which is addressed t o you as sons, ÒMy sons, do not  regard 
l ight ly t he discipl ine of  t he Lord, nor  f aint  when you are reproved by Him; f or  t hose whom t he Lord 
loves He discipl ines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.Ó  It  is f or  discipl ine t hat  you 
endure; God deals wi t h you as wi t h sons; f or  what  son is t here whom his f at her  does not  discipl ine?  
But  i f  you are wi t hout  discipl ine, of  which al l  have become par t akers, t hen you are i l legi t imat e 
chi ldren and not  sons.  Fur t hermore, we had ear t hly f at hers t o discipl ine us, and we respect ed 
t hem; shal l  we not  much rat her  be subj ect  t o t he Fat her  of  spi r i t s,  and l ive?  For  t hey discipl ined 
us f or  a shor t  t ime as seemed best  t o t hem, but  He discipl ines us f or  our  good, t hat  we may share 
His hol iness.  Al l  discipl ine f or  t he moment  seems not  t o be j oyful ,  but  sor rowful ;  yet  t o t hose who 
have been t rained by i t ,  af t erwards i t  yields t he peaceful  f rui t  of  r ight eousness. (Hebrews 12:5-11) 

  
Even though the Holy Spirit and the circumstances of life play a major role in the process 



of spiritual growth, we play a big part in the process also.  GodÕs desire is to change our 
lives.  He wants to disciple a nd reprogram us to become dependent on Him for everything.  
He wants to change the way we think, speak and act.  
  
The day-to-day activities of life for most of us are simply the motions or habits that we 
develop (intentionally or unintentionally) over a pe riod of time.  All of these habits or 
routines, big and little, good and bad, together over time make up our Òlife.Ó  Many of us 
have a lot of ÒbadÓ in our past and while it is true that the grace of God can redeem the 
past and our primary identity in Chri st as his child, none of us want to continue in our old 
ways of sinful behavior.  So one way to change our lives, is to change our routines and 
habits.   
  
Think for a moment what would happen if you were to spend 30 minutes a day for the rest 
of your life  practicing something or doing the same thing, e.g. a sport, learning to play a 
musical instrument, or getting to know a certain person.  If you were faithful for the rest of 
your life, what would be the result of your endeavor?  Most certainly you would b ecome 
extremely proficient at what you set out to do or to learn.  So it is with the Christian life Ña 
commitment to a consistent time alone with God for prayer and Bible study, and other 
spiritual disciplines will have a profound impact over time.  
  
This lesson is a call to personal holiness and is meant to encourage you to grow deeper in 
the most important relationship of life Ð the vertical relationship between you and your 
Creator, your Redeemer, and your Friend.  Make it your goal to allow God to produc e in 
your life new Òhabits of righteousnessÓ so that He can pour Himself through you into 
others.  
  
There is a warning that goes with this lesson.  God hates spiritual pride and we live by 
grace, not legalism.   Let us not get too wrapped up in the discipli nes and forget that you 
are still Òa sinner saved by grace.Ó  He picked us up out of the same pile of dirt that our 
friends, co -workers and neighbors came from and chose to breathe everlasting life into us.  
So letÕs not get too big for our Òspiritual brit ches.Ó  If we are not careful, we can begin to 
look down on those who are maturing more slowly.  

BIBLE STUDY 
  
Revelation  is defined as a dramatic disclosure of something not previously known or 
realized.  Man has always contemplated the possibility of know ing God.  Our world and our 
universe hint at such a possibility.  With its elaborate design, delicate balance and 
immense beauty, it urges us to acknowledge a creator rather than marvel at mere chance.  
But apart from special revelation, we lack specific i nformation, e.g. who the creator is and 
how we relate to Him.  Alone in our search, we are left in a dilemma of guesses about God 
and eternity.  God, Himself, must reveal the specifics about Himself, otherwise they 
cannot be known.  The Bible claims to be this special revelation from God.  The Bible 
consists of 66 books written by approximately 40 authors over a period of 1,000 -2,000 
years.  Over 2,600 times the writers of the Old Testament felt compelled to remind us that 
the messages they were recording were not their words but GodÕs words.  Look up the 
following verses and then record the specific ways God chose to reveal Himself to man.  
  

 

Genesis 28:10-16 _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Ezekiel 1:1-6, 2:1-5 _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Numbers 12:5-8 ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation 1:1-2 _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Galatians 1:11-12 _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Inspiration  is defined as a supernatural influence that fits those who come under it to 
receive divine truths and communicate them to others.  DoesnÕt the fact that human 
instruments are recording it raise the possibility of error?  How could mere humans 
perfectly record the special revelation?  Look up 2 Timothy 3:16 and write it in th e space 
below.  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__ 
  

God not only chose to reveal Himself to these writers, but He also inspired them  to write 
down these divine disclosures for us.  Inspiration is the means God has used to record 
revelation through human personality without error.  Read 2 Peter 1:20 -21 and explain how 
this passage supports what has been stated about inspiration.  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

__ 
  

Authentication  is defined as proving or demonstrating the genuineness of something.  The 
fact that th e writer of the Bible claimed to have received special revelation from God is 
not much proof that they did.  The greatest evidence of the supernatural origin of the Bible 
is fulfilled prophecy.  No book can approach the BibleÕs record in this regard.  The biblical 
writers frequently demonstrated their credibility by prophesying events over which they 
had no control.  LetÕs look at a couple of examples:  
  

Fill in the blanks from Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) then turn and read Luke 19:28 -44 for the literal 
fulfillmen t of the prophecy over five centuries later.  
  

See your __________ comes to you, __________ and having __________, gentle and 
riding on a donkey.  

  

One of the most profound statements of faith in all of the Bible was written by Job (who 
was not a Jew).  In  the midst of intense suffering and personal disaster, he blurted out 
these words in Job 19:23-27 approximately 2,000 years before Jesus would promise a bodily 
resurrection (John 11:25) and then die to redeem Job as well as you and me (Hebrews 9:26 -
28).  Fill in the blanks from Job 19:23 -27 (NIV): 
  

ÒOh, t hat  my words were recorded, t hat  t hey were writ t en on a scrol l ,  t hat  t hey were inscribed 
wit h an iron t ool  on lead, or engraved in rock forever!   I know t hat  my __________l ives, and t hat  in 
t he end he wil l  st and upon t he __________.  And af t er my skin has been dest royed, yet  in my f lesh 
I wi l l  see _________; I mysel f  wi l l  see him wit h my own __________ - I,  and not  anot her.   How my 
heart  yearns wit hin me!Ó 



  

To truly know and understand the Bible is to know  the God of the Bible.  One of the BibleÕs 
primary story lines is GodÕs love for His fallen creatures (human beings).  The Bible is a love 
letter that beckons us to know God and be known by God.  It invites and challenges us to 
an enduring and growing rela tionship with God based on the eternal sin -sacrifice of JesusÕ 
death on a cross to redeem you and me from the power and penalty for our own sin.  
  
The hidden truths of Scripture are there for Òall who seek to find.Ó  There are a number of 
ways to study the  Bible; we recommend the following inductive Bible study method as a 
tool for your personal Bible study.  
  

A. Begin with prayer.   Pray that  God will reveal His l iving t ruth to you as you read.  Pray for 
concent rat ion and focus.  Pray that  the words you read will be understood within the context  that  
they are writ ten.  Pray that  the Holy Spirit  wil l t ouch your heart  through the passages you read and 
that  the word of God will come alive in you. 

B. Move next  to observat ion.  Read the passage out  loud.  Write out  the facts: who, what ,  when, 
where.  Summarize the facts in one or two sentences. 

  
C. Move next  to explanat ion.  Try to answer these quest ions about  the passage:  What  did I learn?  Why 

is this passage in Scripture?  Is there a warning, a command, a promise or an example to follow?  
What  is the universal t ruth?  What  does the passage reveal about  GodÕs character?  Then write your 
conclusion in a simple statement .  

  
D. Conclude with applicat ion.  How can you apply this sect ion of Scripture to your l ife?  Ask yourself  

personal quest ions.  Write out  these quest ions in the space and write out  some answers.  Then begin 
to apply your answers as the Spirit  leads you. 

  
LetÕs look at a passage of Scripture and attempt to apply this Bible study method.  Read 
Mark 1:35-39 and look at the following example of an application of the inductive Bible 
study method:  
  

Observat ion:  After ministering to many people, Jesus awoke early the next  morning to pray before 
moving on to minister to other people.   
  
Explanat ion:  Jesus modeled a prayer l ife of  get t ing alone with God consistent ly,  and  
His power in minist ry was related to His prayer l ife.  
  
Applicat ion:  Am I spending t ime alone with God each day?  How much t ime do I need to spend?  What  
can I do to insure that  I wil l have my t ime alone with God? 

  
Now use the inductive Bible study method to analyze Luke 4:1 -13. 
  

Observation (Facts): 

___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Explanation (Principles):  
___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Application (Personal Questions and Answers):  
___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRAYER 
  



Prayer is our communication with God.  It is our time of talking, singing, crying, and 
laughing with our God, as well as learning to listen to Him and receive His guidance and 
direction.  Our relationship with God, like any meaningful relationship, is more than giving 
and receiving information.  It involves weeping, laughing, anger, forgiveness, joy and 
much, much more.   
  
Christianity is more than a moral code, a plan of salvation, a book of divine revelation, or 
religious rituals.  It is first and foremost a relationship with the One who has called you and 
is continuing to call you to come abide with Him.  
  
Here are some thoughts on prayer from Richard Foster, a modern prayer warrior who 
shares, in His excellent book entitled ÒPrayerÓ, that he was graciously given a glimpse into 
GodÕs heart with regards to our prayers to Him: 
  

ÒToday t he heart  of  God is an open wound of  love.  He aches over our dist ance and preoccupat ion.  
He mourns t hat  we do not  draw near t o Him.  He grieves t hat  we have forgot t en Him.  He weeps 
over our obsession wit h muchness and manyness.  He longs for our presence.Ó 
  
ÒIt  is t he not ion almost  universal  among us modern high achievers Ð t hat  we have t o have 
everyt hing Òj ust  r ight Ó in order t o pray.  The t rut h of  t he mat t er is t hat  we come t o prayer wit h a 
t angled mass of  mot ives Ð al t ruist ic and sel f ish, merciful  and hat eful ,  loving and bit t er.   Frankly,  
t his side of  et ernit y we wil l  never unravel  t he good f rom t he bad, t he pure f rom t he impure.  But  
what  I have come t o see is t hat  God is big enough t o receive us wit h al l  our mixt ure.  We do not  
have t o be bright ,  or pure, or f i l led wit h fait h,  or anyt hing.  That  is what  grace means, and not  
only are we saved by grace, we l ive by i t  as wel l .   And we pray by i t .Ó 

 

The Bible and Prayer 
  
GodÕs plan for each of us is that we meet with Him consistently in prayer.  Jesus set the 
example for all that wou ld follow Him by spending many hours alone in quiet places (Luke 
5:16), discussing things with His Father.  If we are to live life as God intends us to live it, 
Òfull of power and grace,Ó we must  adhere to a discipline  of regular and significant time 
alone with God.  Luke 9:23 says that we must die to ourselves daily and that implies a daily 
prayer life.   
  
For most people that time must be early in the morning.  Morning prayer is mentioned 
numerous times in Scripture (Psalm 5:3, Luke 4:42) and seemed to b e a pattern of JesusÕ 
life.  In the morning our minds are fresh and the struggles of the day lie ahead of us.  We 
need power  to live each day, and the source of our strength should be our Creator.  Prayer 
is not just meeting God at a set time and place.  W e are to stay in contact with God all day 
and speak to Him throughout the day and listen for Him to speak to us Òas we go.Ó   
  
Read Ephesians 6:18Ñat what time and on what occasions should we pray?  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 
 
How do we pray?  Jesus gave us a model prayer in Luke 11:1-4, but this example is just one 
method of prayer.  Every person is different and you need t o develop your style of prayer.  
A few popular methods will be explained in this section.  Christians have used a simple 



acrostic for years to help remember the basic elements of the model prayer ( ACTS Ð 
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication).  The acrostic is simply a tool that 
we can use to aid us in learning how to pray.  There are many examples of prayers by Jesus 
and others in the Bible that donÕt contain all the elements of ACTS, but this tool will be 
helpful in getting started praying . 

Adoration  is defined as the act of adoring, worshipping, admiring or praising God.  It is 
ascribing to God those characteristics that are true about Him.  We merely tell God that we 
admire His power, holiness, righteousness, creativity, intelligence, mer cy, etc.  One way to 
do this is to read scriptures of praise aloud to God in prayer (e.g. Psalm 33:4 -8). 

Confession is simply agreeing with God about our sin (moral failures).  It is when we grieve 
with God about our nature, our tendencies toward rebellion  against God, our bad habits 
and our specific acts of disobedience.  It is when we ask for cleansing, for healing and for 
strength to do what is right in His eyes (see James 5:13 -16). 

Thanksgiving  is a way of acknowledging what God has done for us through Christ.  It is 
personalizing our praise.  If Òevery good gift is from Him,Ó then we ought to thank Him 
daily for those gifts.  By thanksgiving we are made aware that Òapart from Him, we have 
nothing.Ó  It opens our eyes and our hearts to God working in our  lives, not only for ÒHis 
good pleasure,Ó but also for Òour good pleasure.Ó  It pleases the Father to have children 
with grateful hearts.  

Supplication  is merely when we ask something from God.  It could be prayers for 
necessities (e.g. food, housing, cloth ing, etc.) or prayers of healing for you or others.  It 
may be prayers of intercession for other people or prayers of blessing.  It includes anything 
we want God to do and are willing to ask Him for (Psalm 37:4 -6). 

The goal is that you begin today to estab lish a life habit of a daily time alone with God in 
prayer.  Many good things will come from a life committed to a discipline of prayer, but the 
greatest gift that He will give you will simply be the gift of Himself; to be able to know 
personally and intim ately your Creator, the most wonderful and powerful being in the 
universe.   

The following exercise may help you in learning how to use the ACTS method of prayer.  
Please take the time to do it right now.  

  

ADORATION (PraiseÑPsalm 100) 
1. Choose one of GodÕs at t ributes; l ist  your blessings because of it . 
 _________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

   
2.  Pray back a psalm (t ry Psalm 100) changing a few words in the psalm and direct ing it  to God.  Write 

out  your paraphrase of Psalm 100 in the space below. 
 ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 



CONFESSION (1 John 1:9) 
  
Take an inventory of yesterday.  Is there anything there that displeases the Lord?  
Make a list, then destroy it.  
 

THANKSGIVING (Luke 17:11-19; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
On a separate piece of paper list your blessings using the following categories:  

  
1. Spiritual  
2. Relational 
3. Material  

SUPPLICATIONS (Requests, Intercession-Phil.  4:6-7; 1 John 
5:14-15) 

 On a separate piece of paper categorize your needs under the following headings:  
1. Major Concerns 
2. Relational 
3. Physical / Material  
4. Spiritual  
5. Character  

Pray about these very specifically and ask God for help.  
  

  
There are many other methods of prayer.  Many prayer warriors use Òprayer listsÓ and 
Òthanks listsÓ that they are constantly revising as God meets needs, answers prayers or 
changes their perspective.  Many people get together with prayer partners or have special 
prayer groups that help them to focus more on prayer.  
  

Another rich and meaningful method of prayer is Òjournaling,Ó i.e. keeping a diary or 
journal and writing down some of your tho ughts that you want directed to God as if you 
were recording one side of a conversation.   
The following is a sample of one page of a prayer journal:  
 

3-14-99   
ItÕs Sunday A.M. &  thereÕs 8 inches of new snow on the ground and itÕs still snowing.  ItÕs beautiful!  You are an 
awesome God and I worship &  admire your creativity.  Church is canceled today.  The electricity was out last 
night.  Sue &  I are here alone.  The kids are scattered all over the country.  I am worried about Kathy; she 
hasnÕt called home since leaving for Florida.  Please watch over my kids.  You have blessed me financially so 
much in the last few months.  Thank you!  EveryoneÕs worried about Y2K.  What am I supposed to do?  My only 
hope is in you. 
  
 
 
Whatever method you choose, the impo rtant thing, says theologian Henry Nouwen, is that 
we simply Òshow upÓ consistently Ð alone and in a quiet place to spend some time with the 
lover of our souls.  

 

Scripture Memory  
  



One way to Òrenew our mindsÓ (Romans 12:2) is to memorize scripture so that we can 
Òmeditate on it day and nightÓ (Psalms 1:2) and then it will become a Òlamp for our feet 
and a light for our pathÓ (Psalm 119:105) as we walk through the spiritual darkness of this 
world.   
  
Any Bible bookstore has handy little cards and guides fo r Scripture memorization (e.g. The 
Navigators Topical Memory System) that can help you with Scripture memory.  
  
LetÕs get started right now:  

1. Write 2 Timothy 3:16 in the lines provided:  
_________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Practice until you are able to quote this verse from memory.  

Other Spiritual Disciplines  
  

Paul compares the Christian life to running a marathon.  A distance race takes stamin a, 
training, and discipline.  We would never run a race without proper training.  In training, 
we learn to pursue certain practices that will enable us to endure the race.  First Peter 
2:11 warns us to Òabstain from sinful desires, which war against your s oul.Ó  Below is a list 
of some spiritual disciplines that Christians have practiced throughout the centuries.  This 
list is not exclusive and we are not suggesting that you obsessively practice any or all of 
these disciplines.  Let the Holy Spirit lead you  in this area of your Christian maturity as He 
should be leading you in every area of your life.   
  

Solitude  Ð Spending time alone to be with God.   
Silence Ð Removing noisy distractions to hear from God.   
Fasting Ð Skipping a meal(s) to find greater nou rishment from God.  
Frugality  Ð Learning to live with less money and still meet your basic needs. Live a 
simple focused life.  Both husband and wife should agree to this if it is to be 
practiced.  
Chastity  Ð Voluntarily choosing to abstain from sexual pleasu re for a time (those 
pleasures that are deemed morally right in the bond of marriage) to find higher 
fulfillment in God.   
Secrecy Ð Avoiding self-promotion, practice serving God without others knowing.   
Sacrifice  Ð Giving of our resources beyond what seems reasonable to remind us of 
our dependence on Christ.  
  
Practicing any discipline carries with it a real danger that was mentioned earlier in 
this lesson.  We must never rely on any activity or discipline to substitute for our 
reliance on the grace of Go d to meet our needs and empower us to do ministry .  We 
must be cautious of getting out of balance and avoid anything that creates in us an 
attitude of spiritual arrogance or legalism.  



Issues From The Past  
  

Many Christians struggle with significant issues from their past life.  Bad habits, poor 
patterns of thinking, low self -esteem, problems with forgiveness, bitterness, jealousy, and 
anger are common problems.  Other issues such as pornography addiction, drug addiction, 
alcohol addiction, eating disorders , and sexual addictions represent more difficult spiritual 
strongholds.  Neil T. Anderson, author of Victory Over the Darkness and The Bondage 
Breaker, believes that a majority of Christians struggle with spiritual stronghold issues and 
that a minority of Christians are living a victorious Christian life.  If you are habitually 
struggling with any of these issues, we can help you be intentional about identifying and 
dealing with them so that you can find your freedom in Christ.  If you want help doing this,  
please get in touch with one of our ministers, our elders or their wives and they will be 
blessed to have the opportunity to help you.  
  



Appendix AÑBapt ism 
 
This paper on the topic of baptism was written by Max Lucado for his congregation in San 
Antonio,  Texas.  At Forum, we have adopted it to help us communicate about baptism.  It 
is useful for:  
 
1. Those who have never been baptized . This study will help you see the importance of 
baptism. If you have never been baptized in any form, we encourage you to  Òdemonstrate 
your devotionÓ by baptism. 
 
2. Those who have been baptized, but not by immersion . We have many potential 
members who were baptized by sprinkling, usually as infants. This paper will help you see 
why we baptize by immersion. It also explains why we donÕt baptize infants. We urge you 
to read the paper and consider adult baptism. If you choose not to be immersed at this 
time, we still welcome you. We ask only that you respect our teaching position and not be 
divisive. Members serving in instruct ional capacities (such as Bible class teachers, small 
group leaders, ministry leaders, elders and staff ministers) need to be in agreement and 
compliance with the teaching position.  
 
3. Those who have been baptized by immersion . It is our prayer that this study will give 
you new insights into the beauty, simplicity, and significance of this demonstration of 
devotion.  
 

Bapt ism: The Demonst rat ion of Devot ion 
 
The human mind explaining baptism is like a harmonica interpreting Beethoven: the 

music is too majest ic for the instrument. No scholar or saint can fully appreciate what this 
moment means in heaven. Any words on baptism, including these, must be seen as human 
efforts to understand a holy event. Our danger is to swing to one of two extremes: we 
make baptism either too important or too unimportant. Either we deify it or we trivialize 
it. One can see baptism as the essence of the gospel or as irrelevant to the gospel. Both 
sides are equally perilous. One person says, ÒI am saved because I was baptized.Ó The 
other says, ÒI am saved so I donÕt need to be baptized.Ó The challenge is to let the 
pendulum stop somewhere between the two viewpoints. This is done by placing it where it 
should be: at the foot of the cross.  

 
Baptism is like a precious jewel Ñset apart by itself, it is nice and appealing but has 

nothing within it to compel. But place baptism against the backdrop of our sin and turn on 
the light of the cross, and the jewel explodes with significance. Baptism at once reveals 
the beauty of the cross and the da rkness of sin. As a stone has many facets, baptism has 
many sides: cleansing, burial, resurrection, the death of the old, and the birth of the new. 
Just as the stone has no light within it, baptism has no inherent power. But just as the 
stone refracts the light into many colors, so baptism reveals the many facets of GodÕs 
grace. 

 
Once a person admits his sin and turns to Christ for salvation, some step must be 

taken to proclaim to heaven and earth that he is a follower of Christ. Baptism is that step. 
Baptism is the initial and immediate step of obedience by one who has declared his faith to 
others. So important was this step that, as far as we know, every single convert in the New 



Testament was baptized. With the exception of the thief on the cross, there i s no example 
of an unbaptized believer. 1 
 

The thief on the cross, however, is a crucial exception. His conversion drives 
dogmatists crazy. It is no accident that the first one to accept the invitation of the 
crucified Christ has no creed, confirmation, chr istening, or catechism. How disturbing to 
theologians to ascend the mountain of doctrine only to be greeted by an uneducated thief 
who cast his lot with Christ. Here is a man who never went to church, never gave an 
offering, never was baptized, and said on ly one prayer. But that prayer was enough. He has 
a crucial role in the gospel drama. The thief reminds us that though our dogma may be 
airtight and our doctrine dead -center, in the end it is Jesus who saves. Does his story 
negate the importance of obedien ce? No, it simply puts obedience in proper perspective. 
Any step taken is a response to salvation offered, not an effort at salvation earned. In the 
end, God has the right to save any heart, for he and only he sees the heart  

 

A helpful verse to understandi ng baptism is I Peter 3:21:  

And that water is like the baptism which now saves you Ñnot the washing 
of dirt from the body, but the promise made to God from a good 
conscience. And this is because Jesus Christ was raised from the dead.                             
I Peter 3:21 

This promise is vital. Baptism separates the tire kickers from the car buyers. Would you 
feel comfortable marrying someone who wanted to keep the marriage a secret? Neither 
does God. ItÕs one thing to say in the privacy of your own heart that you are a sinner in 
need of a Savior. But it's quite another to walk out of the shadows and stand before 
family, friends, and colleagues to state publicly that Christ is your forgiver and master. 
This step raises the ante. Jesus commanded all his foll owers to prove it, to make the 
pledge, by public demonstration in baptism. Among his final words was the universal 
command to:  

Go and make followers of all people in all the world, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.   
 Matthew 28:19 

In the New Testament, baptism was no casual custom, no ho -hum ritual.  

Baptism was, and is Òa pledge made to God from a good conscience.Ó  
 I Peter 3:21, TJB 

The Apostle PaulÕs high regard for baptism is demonstrated in the fact that he knows all 
of his readers have been instructed in its importance.  

You wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were 
committed.  Romans 6:17 

                                                
1 There is also the case of the disciples of John the Baptist in Acts 19:1-6. They had been baptized by John but were 
unacquainted with the role of the Holy Spirit. Upon receiving instruction, they sought to be baptized in the name of Jesus. 



Indeed, baptism is a vow, a sacred vow of the believer to follow Christ. Just as a 
wedding celebrates the fus ion of two hearts, baptism celebrates the union of sinner 
with Savior.  

We Òbecame part of Christ when we were baptized.Ó   Romans 6:3 

Do the bride and groom understand all of  the implicat ions of  the wedding? No. Do they 
know every challenge or threat  they will face? No. But  they know they love each other,  and 
they vow to be faithful to the end. 

When a will ing believer enters the waters of  bapt ism, does he know the implicat ions of  the vow? 
No. Does she know every temptat ion or challenge? No. But  both know the love of  God and are 
responding to him. 

Please understand, it is not the act that saves us. But it is the act that symbolizes 
how we are           
       saved! The invisible work of the Holy Spirit is visibly dramatized in the water.  

ÒThat  plunge beneath the running waters was like a death; the momentÕs pause 
while they swept  overhead was like a burial;  the standing erect  once more in air and 
sunlight  was a species of  resurrect ionÓ (Sanday and Headlam, ÒA Crit ical and 
Exeget ical Commentary on the Epist le to the Romans,Ó in The Int ernat ional  
Comment ary).  

Remove your shoes, bow your head, and bend your knees: this is a holy event. 
Baptism is not to be taken lightly. The event is a willing plunge of the body and soul into 
the promise and power of Christ. The r itual of washing signifies our admission that apart 
from Christ we are dirty, but in Christ we are pure. The ritual of burial signifies that we are 
willing to die to sin and self and that we can be made alive again because of him. (Luther 
referred to bapti sm as death by drowning.) Baptism effectively seals our salvation, uniting 
us to him and his body. ChristÕs death becomes my death. ChristÕs resurrection becomes my 
resurrection. There is no indication of an unbaptized believer in the New Testament 
church.  

Let us now turn our attention to specific questions that have been raised in regard 
to baptism.  
 
1. Which is more appropriate, to baptize babies or to baptize people who are old 

enough to make a personal decision ? 

Obviously there are bright ,  godly people of  both persuasions. But  it  seems clear that  in the New 
Testament  bapt ism is a will ing pledge made by those who are old enough to recognize their sin,  
mature enough to comprehend the signif icance of the death of  Christ ,  and independent  enough 
to commit  themselves to him.  

ItÕs important to note that there isnÕt a clear reference to a baby being baptized in 
the whole of the Bible. Almost every time baptism is mentioned, it is preceded by some 
command for belief. A good example is Acts 2:38 Ñ 

Change your hearts a nd lives and be baptized, each one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.  

We are never told to be baptized and then believe, but to come to belief, to trusting 
faith, and then display that decision by associating ourselves with Chr ist in baptism. 



Baptism is the initial step of a faithful heart. This decision requires significant levels of 
maturity.  

It  is appropriate to dedicate a baby (though more appropriate to dedicate the parents.)  
At  Forum we do this.  We offer parents of  newborns an opportunit y to come forward with their 
children for prayer and consecrat ion. But  these are dedicat ion ceremonies, not  bapt isms. 

 

2. What if I was baptized as an infant? What should I do? I have been baptized, but 
not by immersion .  

First, you should be grateful that you had parents who cared enough about you to 
set you apart for God. Because of their devotion, you have an opportunity to complete 
their prayer by willingly submitting to adult baptism. Adult baptism is not a sign of 
disrespect for what your  parents did. In fact, it can be seen as a fulfillment of their 
prayers. Be thankful for the heritage of concerned parents, but don't be negligent of 
your responsibility as an adult to make your personal pledge toward God in baptism. 
Several who are now members of this church were baptized as infants and then, upon 
coming to a personal faith, were baptized as adults. God has led you to this point and 
we pray that you will take this important step as soon as possible.  

All the Greek dictionaries of the New T estament define the Greek word baptizo  as 
immersion. The symbolism of immersion is compelling: just as a person lowers you into the 
water, Christ lowers you into the pool of his grace until every inch of your self is clean. 
Buried in a watery grave, covere d from head to foot with GodÕs love, you are washed clean 
by the blood of Jesus. If you have any questions or concerns about this aspect of baptism, 
we would welcome the opportunity to visit with you.  
 
3. How much do I need to know in order to be baptized?     

You need to realize only that  you are a sinner and that  Jesus is your Savior.  As you grow in 
Christ  youÕll learn more about  bapt ism. YouÕll learn that  embodied and represented in bapt ism 
is the gif t  of  the Holy Spirit  (Acts 2:38);  commitment  to the church (I Corinthians 12:1);  and 
being clothed with Christ  (Galat ians 3:26),  to name a few. It  is helpful to read the book of  Acts 
and t ry to determine what  the candidates in the f irst  century knew before they were bapt ized: 
the three thousand bapt ized on the day of  Pentecost  in Acts 2; the Ethiopian Off icial in Acts 8; 
the j ailer in Acts 16; and the conversion of  Paul in Acts 22:16. In each case there was an 
innocent  faith and an immediate response. Let 's take a quick look at  each of the events: 

 

What did they understand at Pentecost? 

God has made JesusÑthe man you nailed to the cross Ñboth Lord and 
Christ.   Acts 2:36 

How did they respond? 

Those who accepted the message were baptized and about three thousand 
people were added to the number of believers that day.  
 Acts 2:41 

What was the message of Philip to the Ethiopian? 

Philip began to speak andÉtold him the good news about Jesus.  
 Acts 8:35 



What was his response? 

The officer said, ÒLook, here is water. What is stopping me from being 
baptized?Ó Both Philip and th e officer went down into the water and Philip 
baptized him.   Acts 8:38 

What did the jailer understand?  

[Paul and Silas] said to him, ÒBelieve in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
savedÑyou and all the people in your house.Ó  Acts 16:31 

How did he respond? 

At that hour of the night the jailer took Paul and Silas and washed their 
wounds. Then he and all his people were baptized immediately.  
 Acts 16:33 

What did Saul know before he was baptized? 

[Ananias] stood by me and said, ÒBrother Saul...the God of our ances tors 
chose you long ago to know his plan, to see the Righteous One, and to hear 
words from him....Now why wait any longer? Get up, be baptized, and 
wash your sins away, trusting in him to save youÓ  (Acts 22:14-16). Then 
Saul got up and was baptized (Acts 9:18).  

 

Do you see some similarit ies? The message and the response are consistent .  The message is Jesus 
and the response is voluntary. A simple faith in Christ  and an immediate response to faith in 
bapt ism.  

Could it  be possible for someone to be bapt ized without  even a knowledge of Christ? Absolutely.  
Some may be bapt ized out  of  peer pressure, parent  pressure, or even as a good luck charm. 
There is the ext reme case of Emperor Constant ine marching his t roops through a river and 
claiming that  they were all Christ ians. There are those who, upon ref lect ion, decide that  they 
had no idea what  they were doing the f irst  t ime. But  now that  they understand what  God did for 
them, they want  to say thank you in bapt ism. Such a decision is personal,  for only you know 
your heart .   

4. Does it matter where I was baptized?  

No. If  you were bapt ized in a Bapt ist  church or Pentecostal camp or in the lake at  a family 
reunion, that  doesn't  mat ter.  What  is important  is that  you knew that  you were a sinner and 
Jesus was your Savior.  

5. Does baptism, itself, have the power to save people?  

The answer to this is a resounding ÒNo!Ó Scripture is abundant ly clear that  only Jesus saves. The 
work of  salvat ion is a f inished work by Christ  on the cross. Bapt ism has no redempt ive powers of  
it s own. There is nothing special about  the water,  nothing holy about  the river or pond or 
bapt istery.   

Tragically,  some people believe they are going to heaven when they die j ust  because a few 
drops of  water were sprinkled over their head a few weeks af ter their birth.  They have no 
personal faith,  have never made a personal decision, and are banking on a hollow ceremony to 
save them. How absurd. If  bapt ism were a redempt ive work, why did Jesus die on the cross? If  
we could be saved by being sprinkled or dunked, do you think Jesus would have died for our 
sins? If  your faith is in the sacrament  and not  the Savior,  youÕre t rust ing a powerless ritual.  This 
leads to another quest ion.  



6. What if a person is not baptized? Can he be saved?  

This quest ion is best  answered with a quest ion. Why isnÕt  the person bapt ized? There are three 
possible answers:  
     1)   ÒI never understood baptism. Ó 
   Perhaps you were never instructed to be baptized. Maybe youÕve never been 
challenged to consider the issue. ThatÕs entirely possible. If t his is the case, we urge you to 
give thought to what God says about baptism. This doesnÕt negate your faith up to this 
point. Part of maturity is an openness to understand new areas of the Christian walk.  

2) A second reason for not being baptized is ÒI donÕt want to. Ó  Let's analyze this  
response for a moment. God humbles himself by leaving heaven and being born in a feed -
trough. The God of the universe eats human food, feels human feelings, and dies a sinnerÕs 
death. He is spat upon, beaten and stripped nake d, and nailed to a cross. He takes our 
eternal condemnation on himself in our place. He then offers salvation as a free gift and 
asks that we say yes to him in baptism and someone responds, ÒI donÕt want to.Ó Such logic 
does not add up. Such resistance doesn't reveal a problem with baptism.  
            Such resistance spells trouble of the soul. It reveals a problem of the heart. Such a 
person does not need a study of the sacrament. He needs a long, hard examination of the 
soul. The incongruity puzzled even  Jesus. 

ÒWhy do you call me ÔLord, Lord,Õ and do not do the things I ask?Ó  
 Luke 6:46 

 True believers not only offer their sins; they yield their wills to Christ. 
Baptism is the initial test of the believing heart. If one wonÕt obey Christ in 
baptism, what  will they do when he calls them to obey him in prayer? Or 
evangelism? Or service? 
 The highest motive for doing anything is because God asks you to do it. The 
heart of the saved says, ÒIf you want me to be baptized in a pile of leaves, IÕll do 
it. I may n ot understand every reason, but neither do I understand how you could 
save a sinner like me.Ó If one is resistant on the first command, one might wonder 
if there has been a true conversion experience.  

3) But there are those who are not baptized for a third re ason. ÒWhat of the ones who 
die before    they have a chance? What if I entrust my soul to Christ and before I can 
tell anyone or arrange to be baptized, a swarm of killer bees attacks me and I die?Ó  
 The answer to this question is found in the character o f God. Would a God of love 
reject an honest heart? No way. Would a God of mercy and kindness condemn any 
seeking soul? Absolutely not. Having called you and died for you would he cast you 
away because of a curious sequence of events? Inconceivable.  

 
Is it  possible for an unbaptized believer to be saved? Yes, definitely. Should every 
believer be baptized? Yes, definitely.  

Baptism is bowing before the Father and letting him do his work. The moment is like 
that of the first -grader entering the first grade. Th e young student does not enroll by 
virtue of his knowledge or merits. He simply requests, ÒIÕm here to learn, will you teach 
me?Ó Baptism is like thatÑnot graduation but matriculation. ItÕs the presentation of the 
willing pupil before the Master Teacher. Ò IÕm here to learn. Will you teach me?Ó 

Conclusion 
Don't allow baptism to be something it is not. Apart from the cross it has no 

significance. If you are trusting a dunk in the water to save you, you have missed the 
message of grace. Beware of dogmatism. No one this side of heaven can fully understand 



the majesty of baptism. Watch out for the one who claims to have a corner on the issue, 
especially if that person is in your mirror.  

Don't prevent baptism from being what God intended. This is no optional comma nd. 
This is no trivial issue. It is a willing plunge into the power and promise of Christ. Baptism 
is the first step of a believer. If it was important enough for Jesus to command, isnÕt it 
important enough for you to obey? And if it was important enough f or Jesus to do, isnÕt it 
important enough for you to follow?  

In baptism God signs and seals our conversion to him. For all we may not understand 
about baptism, we can be sure of one thing Ñit is a holy moment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B--Gif ts 
 
As you read through the descript ions below, simply check of f  your init ial impressions concerning 
yourself .   Remember, you have at  least  one and perhaps several spirit ual gif t s.  
 
There is no exhaust ive list  of  all t he gif t s of  the spir it  anywhere in the New Testament .  
Nearly everyoneÕs list  of  spirit ual gif t s is dif ferent ,  and that  fact  at  least  suggests the Holy Spirit  
had no desire to give us an exhaust ive list ing.  It  is l ikely that  any list  is il lust rat ive, not  exhaust ive. 
 
Administ rat ion/Organizat ion (I Cor inthians 14:40) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o organize and manage people, resources, and t ime for ef fect ive minist ry.   The 
abi l i t y t o coordinat e many det ai ls in a purposeful  and st rat egic manner, t hus execut ing t he plans of  
leadership. 
 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

  

Discernment  (1 Corinthians 12:10)  
      The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o dist inguish r ight  f rom wrong, t rut h f rom error,  and t o give an immediat e 
evaluat ion based on GodÕs t rut h.  The abi l i t y t o discern whet her t he source of  a personÕs mot ives (or an 
experience) is f rom Sat an, sel f ,  or GodÕs Spir i t .  
 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
 

Exhortat ion /  Encouragement  (Romans 12:8) 
    The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o mot ivat e GodÕs people t o apply and act  on bibl ical  principles, especial ly when 
t hey are discouraged or wavering in t heir f ait h.   The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o bring out  t he best  in ot hers (by 
encouragement  or rebuke) and chal lenge t hem t o develop t heir pot ent ial .  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
 

Faith (1 Cor inthians 12:9; 13:2) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o t rust  God for what  cannot  be seen and t o act  on GodÕs promises, regardless of  
what  t he circumst ances indicat e.  The wil l ingness t o r isk fai lure in pursuit  of  a God-given vision, expect ing 
God t o handle t he obst acles.   
 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Giving (Romans 12:8) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o generously and cheerful ly cont r ibut e mat erial  resources and/ or money so t hat  
t he Body may grow and be st rengt hened.  The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o earn and manage money so i t  may be 
given t o support  t he minist ry of  ot hers. 
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Healing (Acts 5:14-16) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y,  at  t he prompt ing and t hrough t he power of  t he Holy Spir i t ,  t o bring about  in 
specif ic inst ances physical ,  emot ional  or spir i t ual  heal ing.   

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
 

  



Helps /  Service (1 Cor inthians 12:28) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o recognize unmet  needs in t he church family,  and t ake t he init iat ive t o provide 
pract ical  assist ance quickly,  cheerful ly,  and wit hout  a need for recognit ion.  The propensit y t o invest  your 
own t alent s, t ime and energy in helping someone else accompl ish t he purposes of  Christ ,  t hus helping ot hers 
increase t he ef fect iveness of  t heir own minist ry.   
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
 

Hospitalit y (1 Peter 4:9-10) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o make ot hers feel  warmly welcomed, accept ed, comfort able, and/ or t he 
supernat ural  abi l i t y t o coordinat e social  f act ors t hat  promot e fel lowship. 
 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Knowledge (1 Cor inthians 12:8) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o know somet hing apart  f rom any obj ect ive means. 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

  
Leadership (Romans 12:8) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o clari f y and communicat e t he purpose and direct ion (ÒvisionÓ) of  a minist ry in 
a way t hat  at t ract s ot hers t o get  involved.  The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o mot ivat e ot hers t o get  involved in 
t he ef fect ive accompl ishment  of  minist ry.   The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o mot ivat e ot hers by example t o work 
t oget her in accompl ishing a minist ry goal .  
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Mercy (Romans 12:8) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o det ect  physical ,  ment al  and emot ional  pain and empat hize wit h t hose who are 
suf fering, whet her in or out side of  t he church family.   The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o provide compassionat e 
and cheerful  support  t o t hose experiencing dist ress, cr isis,  or pain. 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

 
Miracles (Acts 5:12-14; Acts 14:3) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y,  at  t he prompt ing and in t he power of  t he Holy Spir i t ,  t o ef fect  act s, event s or 
condit ions out side t he realm of  nat ural  causes and ef fect s, yet  which are readily discernible t hrough t he 
nat ural  senses.  
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

Prophecy /  Preaching (1 Cor.  14:3, 24, 25) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o publ icly communicat e a word f rom God in an inspired way t hat  convinces 
unbel ievers and bot h chal lenges and comfort s bel ievers.  The abi l i t y t o persuasively declare GodÕs wil l .   It  
may include t he supernat ural  abi l i t y t o predict  or f oret el l  f ut ure event s. 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  
 
 



Teaching (1 Cor inthians 14:26) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o educat e GodÕs people by clearly explaining and applying t rut h in a way t hat  
brings underst anding and enl ight enment .    

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

  
Wisdom (1 Cor inthians 2:6-16; 12:8) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o discern t he divine purpose in t he mind and wil l  of  God concerning specif ic 
circumst ances or l i f e sit uat ions. 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Tongues (Acts 2:4-21; 10:46) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o speak in a language unknown t o t he speaker t hat  declares t he might y deeds of  
God, gives t hanks t o and blesses God, but  which may be discernable t o a person famil iar wit h t hat  language.  
(1 Cor. 12:10, 28,30; 14:14-17, 22) 
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one.  

 
Interpretat ions of  Tongues (1 Cor inthians 12:10, 30) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o int erpret  or f ul ly explain in t he common language of  t hose present  what  was 
spoken by anot her exercising t heir spir i t ual  gif t  of  t ongues. 
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

Further explanat ion regarding the gif t  of  tongues: 
  
The fact  that  this gif t  has caused much confusion and divisiveness in the church today should not  be a 
surprise.  This gif t  caused such a problem in the Corinthian church that  Paul had to write an ent ire chapter (1 
Cor. 14) of  guidelines. 
  
1.  It  is primarily for personal edif icat ion, not  for the whole church. 
 ÒHe who speaks in a t ongue edif ies himsel f ,  but  he who prophesies edif ies t he church.Ó   1 Cor. 14:4 
 
2. We are to focus on building up others, not  ourselves. 
 ÒUnless you speak int el l igible wordsÉyou wil l  j ust  be speaking int o t he airÉt ry t o excel  in t he gif t s t hat  

bui ld up t he church.Ó  I Cor.  14:9,12 

3.  It  confuses unbelievers in the service. 
     ÒÉif  some unbel ievers come in, wi l l  t hey not  say you are out  of  your mind?Ó 1 Cor. 14:23 
 
4.  Ideally,  it  is not  meant  to be used in the worship service. 
 ÒIn t he church, I would rat her speak f ive int el l igible words t o inst ruct  ot hers t han t en t housand words in 

a t ongue.  Brot hers, st op t hinking l ike chi ldren! 1 Cor. 14:19-20 
 
5.  In our culture it  can be a divisive test  of  spiritualit y used by certain groups.   
  
Because of the above concerns and guidance, we have chosen to refrain from practicing the gift of 
tongues out loud in our Sunday worship celebration.  We in no way want to inhibit the use of this gift 
in your personal time, but we do desire to heed the warnings and instructions of the apostle Paul to the 
Corinthian church.   
 



 

OTHER POSSIBLE GIFTS 
  

Apost le (Ephesians 4:11, 2 Timothy 1:11) 
One who has been cal led out  and set  apart  by t he Holy Spir i t  and, t hrough t he church, sent  out  t o preach 

t he gospel ,  proclaim t he word of  God; t eaching ,  exhort ing, and st rengt hening t he souls of  t hose who 
respond t o t heir message.  It  is a mul t i-gif t ed person whose minist ry is t o exercise t he gif t s given in 
est abl ishing new churches. (Act s 13:2-5, 14:3, 21-23; Romans 15:20) 
 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

  

Evangelist  (Ephesians 4:11; Acts 8:26-40) 
     A gif t ed person equipped for a special  minist ry primari ly t o unbel ievers t o communicat e t he Good News 
of  Jesus in a posit ive, non-t hreat ening way.  (Not e:  Phi l ip,  who was one of  Òt he sevenÓ original  deacons, is 
t he only named evangel ist  (Act s 21:8) al t hough Paul  t old Timot hy t o Òdo t he work of  an evangel ist Ó.  The 
only ot her use of  t he t erm is in Ephesians.  It  l i t eral ly means Òone who preaches t he good newsÓ). (Act s 
21:8; 2 Timot hy 4:5) 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

 

Craft smanship /  Creat ive Communicat ion (Exodus 31:3-5) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o bui ld,  maint ain, or beaut i f y t he place of  worship for GodÕs glory.  The abi l i t y 
t o express worship for GodÕs glory.  The abi l i t y t o express worship t hrough a variet y of  art  f orms. 
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
 

 Intercession (Colossians 1:9-12) 
     The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o pray for t he needs of  ot hers in t he church family over ext ended periods of  
t ime on a regular basis.   The abi l i t y t o persist  in prayer and not  be discouraged unt i l  t he answer arr ives. 

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 
  

Music (1 Cor inthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19) 
The supernat ural  abi l i t y t o celebrat e GodÕs presence t hrough music, eit her vocal  or inst rument al ,  and t o 
part icipat e in leading t he church family in worship. 
  

!  IÕm pret t y sure I have this gif t .  
!  I may have this gif t .  
!  I donÕt  think I have this one. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

THINK IT OVERÉSHARING YOUR TESTIMONY  
by Chuck Swindoll 

 
One time-honored and effective method of evange lism is the giving of your personal 
testimony. The skeptic may deny your doctrine or attack your church, but he cannot 
honestly ignore the fact that your life has been changed. He may stop his ears to the 
presentation of a preacher and the pleadings of an evangelist, but he is somehow attracted 
to the human -interest story of how you - John Q. Public Ð found peace within. Believe me, 
the steps that led to your conversion and the subsequent ramifications are far more 
appealing and appropriate to the lost than  a pulpit exposition of John 3 or Romans 5. If you 
have not discovered the value of telling others how God rearranged your life, youÕve 
missed a vital link in the chain of His blessing.  
 
On six separate occasions between PaulÕs third missionary journey and his trip to Rome, he 
stood before different audiences and presented Christ to them (Acts 22 -26). Six times he 
stood alone. Six times he addressed unbelievers, many of them hostile and rude. Do you 
know the method Paul used each time? His personal testimo ny. Each time he spoke, he 
simply shared how his own life had been changed by the invasion of Christ and the 
indwelling of His power. Not once did he argue or debate  with them. Not once did he 
preach a sermon. Why? Because one of the most convincing, unanswerable arguments on 
earth regarding Christianity is oneÕs personal experience with the Lord Jesus Christ. No 
persuasive technique will ever take the place of your personal testimony. I challenge you to 
give serious thought to thinking through and then pr esenting the way God saved you along 
with the exciting results of His presence in your life.  
 
Now IÕm not talking about the common, garden variety, Òchurch braggamony.Ó We have all 
yawned through their so -called testimony, which was about as fresh, appeal ing and tasty as 
warm, month -old lettuce. That kind of testimony never attracted anyone! IÕd like to help 
you carry out the project of preparing your testimony that it might become an effective, 
powerful missile launched regularly from your lips into the e ars of the unsaved. Consider 
these five suggestions. 
 

1. You want to be listened to, so be interesting. No one, no matter how gracious, 
enjoys being bored. ItÕs a contradiction to talk about how exciting Christ really is in 
an uninteresting way. Work on your wording, your flow of thought, your key terms. 
Remember, the person isnÕt saved, so guard against religious clichŽs and hard-to-
understand terminology.  

 
2. You want to be understood, so be logical. I suggest that you think of your salvation 

in three phasesÉand construct your testimony accordingly: a) before you were born 
again - the loneliness, lack of peace, absence of love, unrest and fears; b) the 
decision that revolutionized your life; and c) the change, the difference He has 
made since you received Christ.  

 
3. If you cannot remember the time, day, or placeÉthatÕs okay. Just be sure your life 

has changed and Christ is real in your life. Be extremely careful here. DonÕt be at all 
vague regarding how you became a Christian. Speak of Christ, not the church. Refe r 
to the decision you made, the moment of time when you received the Lord. Be 
simple and direct. Emphasize faith more than feeling.  

 



4. You want your testimony to be used, so be practical. Be human and honest as you 
talk. DonÕt promise, ÒAll your problems will end if you will become a Christian,Ó for 
that is not true. Try to think as an unbeliever thinks as you are speaking. Refuse to 
pick theological lint. Restrain yourself from plucking the wings off religious fillies. 
Theoretical stuff doesnÕt attract a pe rsonÕs attention as much as practical reality.  

 
5. You want your testimony to produce results, so be warm and genuine. A smile breaks 

down more barriers than the hammer blows of cold, hard facts. Be friendly and 
sincere. Let your enthusiasm flow freely. ItÕs hard to convince another person of the 
sheer joy and excitement of knowing Christ if youÕre wearing a jail -warden face. 
Above all, be positive and courteous.  

 
Give thought to this, my friend. Ask God to open your lips and honor your words...but be 
careful . Once your missile hits the target, youÕll become totally dissatisfied with your 
former life as an earth -bound, secret -service saint.  
 
Summing up what Chuck said, simply tell what you were like before Jesus became your 
life. How you came to know and rece ive Jesus as your Lord and Savior. And what you are 
today because of Jesus.  
 
We ask each person in the group to voluntarily share their testimony, their spiritual walk 
up to this point in their life. Perhaps you are in the process of coming to know and re ceive 
Jesus; if thatÕs where you are, thatÕs fine. All of us are trying to get to know one another 
well enough so that we can help and assist each other wherever we are in life.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership Commitment  Form  
 

By signing below you indicate that you desire to pursue a relationship with God as a 
member  Forum Christian Church Family, and that you areÉ  
 
 
¥ in agreement with ForumÕs core beliefs and values (pp. 3,8-9) 
 
 
¥ willing to follow the leading of the elders of Forum and  

 
 

¥ willing to do your part in service to build up the body of Christ at Forum (Refer to 
pages 23 &36) 

 
 
 
 
Signature 
 
 
Please Print Name 
 
 
Signature 
 
 
Please Print Name 

 


